Peregrinations of a Flag Die :
ISRAEL W. MUNROE & CO.,
BOSTON.
The first flag die with a spread field literally led a
tortured life. It moved into 1895 with no change beyond
anew dial, but early in that year a staff was added to the
die while the dial deteriorated by year’s end. In 1896 it
received another new dial, but in November its G was
altered to a sort-of C.. In 1897 the new Type B dial was
substituted for the old Type D, and shortly thereafter
the die went out of service.

I not delivered in 5 days, return to
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E. ROLLINS, Jx,
Manufactuer o
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Cor. Prospect and High Sts.,
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The other two spread-field flags which were used in 1894 were on Machines C and D. Appearing a
few days later than the flag on Machine G (November 30 for C, and December 4 for D), both had a full
staff with a ball at the top.

3 If not called for in 5 days, return to

FRED W. ROODCOCI, &ON’/Iy

Special Agent,

(%)
UNION CENTRAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, | 15~ & |
BOSTON, MASS. ' .

Mr.Fdward F.Ganwell,
]

#49 Westminster St.,




Introduction of the Halyard

The flag which was to become the prevalent one—the spread-field flag with halyard—was first
introduced in Boston stations on the American-Barnard hand-operated machines rather than the
speedier electric-powered machines used in the main office.

Cambridge’s wavy-line cancel known to August 19, 1895. Same dial used with the flag




The Somerville station also received the new flag type in August, 1895, and was the first to change
from a no-halyard flag to one with a halyard. The remaining Boston stations used the older type flags
into September.

Return in Five Days to
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The antecedent no-halyard flag. Known only to August 15, 1895, a two-
week gap which could be filled with a halyard flag earlier than Cambridge




The Flags of 1896 \

Beginning in 1896 the machines in the Boston Main Office
began to receive the new spread-field flag with a halyard. The
lettered machines were converted from flags without
halyards. The numbered machines previously had American
six-bar cancellers. Six machines received the new flags before
the end of 1896. Machine A was the first to be changed over, |
but only briefly. Machine F and the four numbered machines |
received new dies in the last several weeks of the year. 1

The newer flag die returns with the

\ ‘.‘\1\\“ i !"WMé ¥ %0 Ny letter A in the diespace in December
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Old flag resurrected from April to December1896
[philatelists pay more attention to logical order
than postal workers]

IN TEN DAYS RETURN TO
NOYES, CAMPBELL & CO.,
Successors to E. W. Wheelock & Co.

63 SUMMER STREET,

BOSTON, o Mass. . ©

Early use of the new flag without

W identifying letter. Used only a few weeks

Late use of the older flag on Machine A. Exact changeover date unknown




The Eagle & Thunderbolt
A One-day Wonder

Despite the apparent success of the flag dies, there had been objection to the new dies as denigrating
the American flag. On January 2, 1895, from about 2:15 to 8:00 PM, a new American Postal Machines
die known to philatelists as the Eagle & Thunderbolt was tested. For some reason, the new die was
rejected, and the Eagle & Thunderbolt never saw further postal service. About 10,000 letters are
reported to have been imprinted with the new die, of which four covers, perhaps a half-dozen
cancellations on piece, and a few off-cover stamps with partial impressions are now known.

Proof or trial strike of the Eagle & Thunderbolt with the time the test is believed

to have started. Printed on a Boston routing slip. The only example known
American Philatelic Expertizing Service Certificate 92381 1994




. and the winner was?

The test of the Eagle & Thunderbolt was run against another American
machine, presumed to have been a flag. Of the six flag machines in use at that
time, five are known with January 2, 1895 cancellations. The machines on
which the new die was placed and its ‘opponent’ have yet to be identified. The
dial with the Eagle & Thunderbolt has not yet been matched; so it may have
been installed on a new machine. January 2 covers may yet yield answers.
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Our New Books.

BIG CYPRE: CYPRESS.

Story of an Everglade Homestead.

PHILIP LEICESTER.
By JESSIE E. WRIGHT. 12mo., 8125
A charming story, and possesses ths urs merlt
of being of equal interest to old and ye
THE BEACON LIGHT sERlEs,
Edited by NATALIE L. RICE.
o golection of bright, uitractive sorie, from
Best g et o voung eonlc
The Vols. in'a box, $3. 0.
Do‘r's LIBRARY.
‘Edited by LUCY WHEELOCK.
A most dolightful setof books forthelttle ones.
Over 400 iilustrations.
"Tho set, 10 vols. in a box, $3.00.
LD BY

W. A. WILDE & CO.,
25 Bromfield St., - Boston, Mass.

Cover from Machine H immediately before the test period
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Only recorded example from Machine E on this date. Shortly after the test

Retum to A, & E. TANE, =
92 South S, BOSTON, Mass, m
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Cover from Machine F, shortly before the test period




The Changing of the Dials

The curved-year dials (Type D) were doomed to extinction; in 1896 a new dial with a split year (Type
B) was introduced. These began to be installed in the late summer of 1896 on machines going to new
locations. Since American dials in this period had a year date built in, cities with existing machines
generally received the new type of dial for use on January 1, 1897. Among the few dozen machines
receiving the Type B dials in 1896, Haverhill and Salem, Massachusetts, have the earliest recorded
usages: August 24.

Haverhill cancel with Type B dial, used for about a week

New machine with different flag die installed about September 1
with same Type B dial




. After 5 days, return to
SECRETARY’S OFFIOE, L. §. 1. CO,,
i Room 25, No. 28 State St., . . . . .
’ BOSTON, MASS, Four covers showing the progression of a single flag die on Machine F
during the course of a year, from the Type D dial in 1896 back to a Type
D dial in 1897. Since Boston had many machines in use, dials were often

moved from one machine to another, possibly during cleaning operations.
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Rooms eo1, 802, 803,

SEARS BUILDING, (00;7 : 04,
BOSTON, MASS. JAN 2
—PM

8 97,
o N\dnsse

Type D dial at the end of 1896 ﬂ
"Aa {
7?/ (“ E. H. SAVARY,

|1 40 sTaTE sTReer

/10 Lare R

Type B dial January 2, 1897, with blank | _ EDGERLY & CROCKER,
diespace for a few days 28 STATE STREET,
BOSTON.

Same dial with its letter inserted I

A return to the Type D dial at the end of 1897




The Dial for the Twentieth Century

Another new dial, with the year date in a single unit (Type A) was similarly introduced. About 60
machines around the country received the new, and ultimately most prevalent, dial in 1908. A few may
have been supplied as early as July, but most were installed toward the end of the year. As with the
Type B dial, the Boston Main Office machines did not receive any Type A dials until 1909; and only
one (Machine 4) was changed from Type B to Type A in 1909.

A 1908 installation of
Type A dial in
Philadelphia (right);
Machine 4 transition
(below)

After 5 days, return to

COMMERCIAL TRAVELLERS’ EASTERN
ACCIDENT ASSOCIATION,
316 John Hancock Bldg.,
i ) BOSTON, MASS.

s

| After 5 days, return to
ISAAC COFFIN COMPANY
52 Sudbury St.,
BOSTON, MASS.

’

CHEsTNUT HILE
STATION |

Roberts Iron Works Company,

Cambridgeport,

Mass.




A Throwback

Boston, which had led in the introduction of machines, stayed behind the times in the twentieth
century. It retained the locally-produced flag machines longer than any other major city and even used
the only Type D dial produced in the twentieth century. It appeared on a no-diespace flag in July 1909
and was later transferred to Machine 5.

[ i

RETURN IN 3 DAYS

REPUBLICAN STATE COMMITTEE
OF MASSACHUSETTS

18 TREMONT STREET
BOSTON, MASS.




Mismatched Dial Pairing Errors | e LN ars R

WALWORTH MANUE'G CO., N
16 Oliver St., K) A
American postmark dials manufactured prior to 1905 were HOHON, AASS. ODEC 23
; . \« [|—30A 9

made in two parts. On rare occasions the top and bottom
halves of different dial types were paired. The resulting errors (89%
were obvious enough to make it surprising that, for as long as
several weeks, they could go undiscovered or tolerated. o
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After 5 days, return to
| BOSTON LUMBER COMPANY,
No. 27 Kilby Street, Room No. 6,
BOSTON, MASS.

Three covers from Machine 6 with same flag die. Type D
(above) and Type B (below) dials used intermittently in 1898.
Mis-matching error (left) drops B in BOSTON, S in MASS
1 d and duplicates MASS in the base
Springfield Lumber Co.,

Springfield,

1f not called for in ¥ive days

RETURN To
JOHN G. HALL & CO,,
64 Chatham St.,
BOSTON, MASS.

Mr. Arch. MeI Saac,

Port Hood,

. cape sreton Nova Scotia.
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THE BRAINERD & ARMSTRONG 00.
120 Kingston St., Boston, Mass.

Wtr G Ciggage il A ¥H
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RETURN IN THREE DAYS.

An identical error occurred on Machine 7 a few weeks earlier.
The problem was corrected almost immediately; the error is
known for only a few days in September 1898. Type D dials
had not been used on this machine since 1896.

After 5 days, return to

P. 0. BOX 2001,
BOSTON, MASS.

7—-PM .
18 9
YASS:

Warren G. Taylor,

Plymouth,

Vta




dial error was New York City at its Station DD

e bottom haif of a Type F station dial. The name

Frror dial in use most of January 1899, Latest recorded date of mis-use

If not delivered in 5 days, return to

AwmEerican BisLe SocieTy,
BIBLE HOUSE, ASTOR PLACE,

‘ NEW YORK.
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Errors in Boston with Spread-Field Flags

Only one mis-matched dial error was made among the spread-
field flags. The error on Machine 8 is identical to those on
Machines 6 and 7. In this case the erroneous dial was used with
a American receiving mark before installation on Machine 8.

sy

KON 15
oo ASRVE 1273

6-30A

Erroneous dial (above) with received mark used several
weeks prior to August 20, 1898. Error dial with flag (left), as
a transit mark. In use: August 20 to early September, 1898.
Cover also showing the now-corrected received mark. Same
flag die with correct Type B dial (below)

After 5 days, return to
BOSTON LUMBER COMPANY,
No. 27 Kilby Street, Room No. 6,

BOSTON, MASS.

Mr. A. F. Leathevbee,

376 Albany St.,

Boston,

e
S EaN e
i it st |




A Misplaced Dial

A different type of error was created here, with a dial intended
for use with the involute flags erroneously placed on a spread-
field flag die, producing a cancellation without a year date.

v After 5 days, return to 3
. WM. H. SWIFT & €O,
ﬁ‘ ) 45 Pearl St~ 1

Flag die on Machine A with Type B dial (above) used before and
after the error. Error dial (left). In use: November 2 to 8, 1897.
Same dial (below) the day it was restored to its involute flag

The Manhattan Spfrit Co.,
Binghamton, -
b R o8

After b days, return to
WHITNEY, CLOUGH & CO.,
No. 37 Merchants Row,
L . — BOSTON, MASS.




Error or Expedience?

Boston’s “North Postal Station” used a flag die labeled “North Station” in late 1917 and early 1918.
While classified as an “error,” it may have been intentional. The flag die had been at Providence, Rhode
Island’s North Station until 1913. North Postal Station had several machines operating in 1917, and
the retired Providence die was probably a handy replacement for a worn North Postal Station die.

THE_HOUSE,
BEAUTIFUL
BOSTON

Mrs, E, E, Norriss .
Eddy Place,
Brookfield, Mass.

P ¢/ Ty B h
AL O i Mo,

i Lt Y,
QZ@ SR

Flag taken out of service in 1917 and probably replaced by the error




IMPERIAL MAIL MARKING MACHINE COMPANY

In 1895 or early 1896 Martin Van Buren Ethridge and Henry Waite—respectively the principal
inventor and the financial backer of the “American” cancelling machines—formed a new company with
separate offices in Boston. The Imperial Mail Marking Machine Company name may have been
considered desirable in expanding the cancelling machine business to other countries, and, in fact, the
newly-formed company did most of its business in Canada. Initial tests of the machines were carried
out simultaneously in Boston and Montreal in early 1896. The only products of the Imperial company
in the United States were the ornate flag cancels, known as “involutes.” A fairly wide array of cancels
were developed for use in Canada from 1896 to 1900.

Wavy line cancel, Montreal experimental
period (left). Early Montreal flag, June
through December, 1896 (below)

JAMES J. RILEY & SONS.
INSURANCE,

I\Q\ONTREAL,




The Boston Involutes

The Boston involutes were produced from just two flag dies: one with a spread field and another with
an ovate field. The pairing of these two dies with four different dials produced for Imperial machines
and Type B and D dies produced for American machines resulted in sixteen recognized varieties, in
use from as little as a week to as much as two years. All sixteen varieties are shown here.

Cover from the first day of use of an involute flag, July 9, 1896. Paired with American’s Type D dial,
producing a double-dated error. In use: July 9 to July 14, 1896, when the Imperial dial was installed
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FRANK D. LALANNE & O,

COTTON & WGOQL B 4t sme S
* 3
PHILADELP! After 5 days, return to
J. H. CRESSEY & CO.,
605 Chamber of Commerce,
BOSTON, MASS.

First dial, comma and similar-size loops in
‘B'. In use: July 15 to September 2, 1896

3 @/??'/ .

[~ -

Second dial, comma and smaller top loop in ‘B'.
In use: September 2 to early October, 1896

' ///g/% R

From 1896 into early 1897 the same flag die was used with
the intended year-less dial. Four different dials are distin-
guished by the presence or absence of a comma after the city
name and the shape of the letters irt ‘Boston’.

o

THE PEERLESS
BICYOLE CLOTHING CO.,
79 Summer st.,
BOSTON, - MaAss.

Pat'd June 6, 133.

Return in 5 days to
{ROSTON GO-OPERATIVE
@ BUYERS A‘ssocxa'_n'ou

36 Bromfield Street,

BOSTON, MASS.

‘Third dial, no comma and wide ‘B’. In use:
October 7 to December 22, 1896

Fourth dial, no comma and narrower letters. In use: January 1 to February 14, 1897




About February 15, 1897, the bottom of the staff was removed, creating a different ‘type’ of flag die.
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‘ ! After 10 days, feturn to

l BRAMAN;DOW & CO.,

4 Hg_y_ arket Square, /
BOSTON, MASS.
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Companion to error on Machine A, yielding double year dates. In use: November 2 to 8, 1897




At the beginning of 1898, the year date, which had been an integral part of the flag die, was removed.

By sos

Imperial flag die with an American dial for the year date. In use: January 1, 1898 to
March 8, 1899

RETURN TO
JONES & WITHERBEE,
53 STATE STREET,
BOSTON.

Re Bs Currier, Esq.,
Springfieid,

lass,

On March 9, 1899 the C was changed to an L by crude re-engraving. In use: to September 11, 1900




After 5 days, return to
P. 0. BOX 5267,

The Ovate-Involute Flag | BOSTON, MASS.

The second Imperial flag die installed featured a combination of the
involute flag and the ovate star arrangement, usually called “ovate-
involutes.” The first three of the four Imperial dials were used with this die.

Messrs. M. S. Brooks % Sons,

Chester,
RETURN AFTER FIVE DAYS To o , Conn.
| THE BROWNLOW MINING AND MiLLiNG Co.
| {
l 383 HARRISON AVENUE, . BOSTON, Mass. e
B 14 replaced with a C using third Imperial

dial. In use: December 26 to 31, 1896
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After 5 days, return to

7. 0. BOX 2001,
BOSTON, MASS.

e B
7 /%% Same die with second Imperial dial. In use: October 13 to December 14, 1896

Liiall

14 in the diespace and paired with the first Imperial dial. In use: September ¢ to October 8, 1896




The final four varieties of the ovate-involute flag die have a smaller C inserted in the diespace, after
which the machine was used almost exclusively for third class mail and bulk postal cards.
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Bulk postal card quoting feed prices; first Imperial dial. In use: May 24 to July 27, 1897

Vs

Third-class usage. 97 removed from flag die; American Type B dial. In use: July 27, 1897
to September 1899, except brief periods for the two error dials




Of the few first class usages which exist, the enclosure from the one shown here suggests that this
cover was part of a large commercial mailing, even though first class postage was paid.

HARVARD GRADUATES MAGAZINE.

"2 oo g

6 BEACON STREET,

BostoN, Oct. 1, 1897.

I|r After b days, return to 3
HARVARD GRADUATES’ DIAGAZ}NE,

6 Beacon Street, { N*"‘ :
Harvara BOSTON, MASS. | 9_ P
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