B. F. Cummins Co. Bidding for 1913 Contract

Later in April, 1912 two very distinctive postmarks were applied as part of these tests. The only other wavy line
BEC Co. killer was used in Hammond, La.
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April 15,1912 and April 20, 1912. Two of the three known examples.
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B. F. Cummins Co. Tests for 1913 Contract

In the middle of the controversial bidding process for the 1913 contract, on April 27, 1912, Mr. Cummins suggested
that the post office purchase 50 or 60 of the recently developed Model #11 motor operated postmarking machines.
Perhaps because of the influence of his brother, Senator Albert Cummins, or perhaps to keep the lowest bidder in the
competition for the upcoming contract the machine cancel committee recommended that this suggestion be adopted
and on June 18, 1912 the post office purchased 55 of these machines without requesting competitive bids from the
other machine cancel suppliers. Again this caused a protest from the competition.
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Some of the first machines were installed in October 1912 in Chicago stations.
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The postmarks featured a J dial. When placed at stations the name replaced the center killer bar.




B. F. Cummins Co.
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Logan Square Station, Oct. 28, 1912

ERU from Wicker Park Station, Nov. 22, 1912











































