North Carolina’s Pioneer Era Machine Cancels
1898 - 1925

By the end of the 1870’s, the Industrial Revolution had taken full hold in the United States. Citizens
were looking for all types of methods to automate daily functions. It was natural the postal system
would be a target. The first canceling machines were introduced in the U.S. in 1871. Before

that, every letter had to have postage canceled by hand. From then until the beginning of the

20 Century, great strides were made with the invention of machines to sort and cancel the mail
automatically. The first machines were hand driven but shortly electricity would be introduced.

The first machine to be placed in North Carolina was in Raleigh in 1898. This machine was produced
by the Barry Company. By 1900, six cities were using machines to cancel the mail. By the end of the
Pioneer Era, 1925, 91 cities are known to have used machines to cancel the mail in North Carolina.
From these cities, 221 different cancels have been recorded.

The following chart indicates the timeline of these classic machines used in North Carolina.

1898 1900 1910 1925 Last Used
American Flag R b R B B R L B AR R (1937)
Barry AR N S
Barr Fyke o R MR R
Columbia AR BT RN AR R (1947)
Time-Cummins R
Doremus | R A T R AR R (1927)
Hampden L2 i n e
International s b R R T T (1993)
Universal R (1993)

Source: North Carolina Machine Cancel Data Base

During this period, a total of nine different machine manufacturers placed machines within the state.
From these machines, a total of 221 different cancels have been recorded. This exhibit includes
representation of all machine makers and the vast majority of the recorded types are included. By
1925, the Pitney Bowes Company had begun to manufacture canceling machines and would become
the dominant manufacturer of postage canceling machines.

Without a doubt, this era brought about many failures. In the end, it successfully ushered in the
mechanization of mail processing, which allowed for significant growth in the volume of mail handled
by the post office throughout the Twentieth Century.
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