CANADA'’'S POSTMARK

‘GOLDEN AGE’ ... 1896 - 1902

by
JERRY H. MILLER



CANADA'’S POSTMARK ‘GOLDEN AGE’
1896-1902

28 JUNE 1897: Three-Color ‘Queen Victoria Jubilee” Issue on Montreal Hotel Cover to Albany, New York,
4-Cents Double-Weight Letter-Rate to U.S.A. Imperial Machine Jubilee Celebration Postmark.

BACKGROUND
Soon after the introduction of adhesive postage in Canada in 1851,
the postal auvthorities recognized that their method of double-strike
postmarking mail was time consuming and inefficient
resulting in their infroduction of duplex postmarks.

With the increase in business and civilian mail volume by the mid-1890s,
still more expeditious mail handling was needed as recognized in the neighboring
United States of America with their wide introduction of postmarking machinery.
Such motivated the Canadian Post Office to decide to test
and infroduce postmarking machinery in their domain.

EXHIBIT
This exhibit shows the evolution of experimental, patriotic and early machine
postmarking during Canada's so-called ‘Golden Age’ 1896-1902:
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Il. FORERUNNER POSTMARKING Double-Strike Hand Cancels

1851- circa 1860

Upon introduction of adhesive postage stamps in Canada in 1851,
THE POSTAL AUTHORITIES REQUIRED LETTER MAIL TO HAVE SUCH MAIL
DOUBLE-STRUCK POSTMARKED:

Obliterator (concentric rings with/without city reference number) for the postage
and a separate strike with city & date.

Postmark:  25mm Diameter City & Dater Dial with concentric-ring
obliterator initially with subsequent number reference
dedicated to city of origin.

4 DECEMBER 1854

Folded
‘Money Letter’,
postmarked
at Hamilton, Ontario,
sent to
Mount Forrest Post Office,
Guelph, Ontario.

Arrival Marks:
(Reverse)
“Guelph, 5 December 1854"
“Mount Forrest,
6 December 1854"

Three Pence..
Single-Sheet
Money-Letter Rate.

22 AUGUST 1859

Cover, postmarked
at Montreal,
sentto
Chambly, Quebec.

Five Cents ..
Domestic
Single-Weight
Letter-Rate.




FORERUNNER POSTMARKING Duplex Hand Cancels

First Generation Design
1860 - 1890s

Double-strike postmarking was eventually recognized as fime consuming and
inefficient by the postal authorities.
WHILE VISITING ENGLAND IN 1859/18460, THE CANADIAN POSTMASTER GENERAL
PLACED A PURCHASE ORDER FOR FIFTY-SIX HAND-HAMMER STAMPERS
with the Berri Company of London for their ‘Duplex Postmarking Stampers’,
which had already been used in England for five years.

Postmark: First Generation Duplex Style:

20 mm Diameter City & Dater Dial with concentric-ring
obliterator initially .. with subsequent number reference
later inserted & dedicated to city of origin.

Cerl. Greene

4 DECEMBER 1860

Folded-letter front,
postmarked
at Quebec, Lower Canada,
sent to
Drummondyville (Quebec)
Lower Canada

Ten Cents..
Double-Sheet
Domestic Leilter-Rate.



FORERUNNER POSTMARKING Duplex Hand Cancels

Second Generation Design
1870s - 1890s

Eventudlly the heretofore ‘first generation small dater dial’ version of the duplex post
markers were altered to have a larger dater dial with enlarged obliterator.

10 JULY (1877)

Up-rated Canadian
Postal Stationery Cover,
commercial mail cover,

postmarked
at Montreal, Canada,
sent locally.

Two Cents..
City Drop-Lefter Rate

Postmark: Second Generation Duplex Style:

25 mm Diameter City & Dater Dial with oval 13-line
obliterator with subsequent heavy 9-line obliterator
with city designation number

MANAGING DIRECTOR
Guarantee Company of North America,

MONTREAL,

CANADA,

&MC““ ¢

C‘“?A /‘)]M*(/ é’wm Canada,

10 APRIL 1882

Commercial
bank-mail cover,
postmarked at
Toronto, Ontario,

sent to
Chicago, lllinois,
é/ﬁm US.A

. péf' Thiee Ceifs..
Single-weight
letter-rateto U.S.A.



FORERUNNER POSTMARKING ‘Pearson Hil’
Parallel Motion Hand-Operated
Postmarking Machine

1898

A VERSION OF THE BRITISH MANUFACTURED & WIDELY USED IN BRITAIN
‘PEARSON HILL PARALLEL MOTION' POSTMARKING MACHINE,
possibly mounted with a swivel arm and
referred-to as a ‘Pivof Machine’,

WAS TRIED or EVALUATED AT OTTAWA IN 1898.

Postmark: 20 mm Diameter City & Dater Dial with round 19-line
obliterator with integrated Number ‘1.

PREST DOWN THE PEARSON Hill :
DATE STAMPING MACHINE i

$I0C ELEVATION

| i
 iand I 1 - :‘

—— ———
ey

20 MAY 1898

Cover clip, postmarked at Ottawa, probably excised from a
cover sent to the United States.

Three Cents..
Single-weight
letter-rate to the United Staies

Only known example.



FORERUNNER POSTMARKING Provisional Flag Cancels
1870s - 1902

Occasionally a Canadian post office might not apply an origin or transit
postmark on mail to cancel its postage or indicate transit function
RESULTING IN THE TORONTO POST OFFICE APPLYING A ROLLER-CANCEL OR
ARRIVAL-TRANSIT-MARK IN RED-VIOLET COLOR.

Postmark: ‘Union jack’ Flag Roller-Cancel in series
to cancel postage, or single flag in
hand-stamp indicating “Received"” for transit mail.

8 AUGUST 1878

Canadian Postal Stationery
Card, commercial mail,
from Guelph, Ontario,
albeit postage uncancelled,
sent to Hamilton via Toronto
where roller cancel was
applied.

CANADA POST CARD

ATHEADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE.

CANADA POST CARD

THE ADDRESS TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE

6 FEBRUARY 1901

o / ‘_/-—r Canadian Postal

1/ / / : 2 Stationery Card,

f/ 7 N 1/ R &1 commercial mail, from
AR , Hamilton, Ontario, albeit
\/ / / . ’
ol /_- B postage uncancelled,
, ; /i / 7. : % 7 - sent to Amherstburg via
! / 7 § S/ VIV y Toronto, where roller
S ) / =~ A N1 ) 4 () !/ é
2 i v : L ﬁ\ // L// s ] cancel was applied.
i =
CANADA ST CARD
20 JANUARY 1902
THE ADDRESS TOJBE N ON
Canadian Postal “ﬁF Z‘E E / V
Stationery Card, E 0
commercial mail,
postmarked at
$t. John, New
Brunswick, sent to S
Ambherstburg ,_zg/R 7 p
via Toronto where = .A2 (= i Py
‘Received’ mark was P 3‘(3)3 Ve
applied. 02 a9,
One Cent: ( / '
Domestic T %,{fr‘

postcard rate




IIl. IMPERIAL MACHINE First Trial
Montreal

10-20 March 1896

INCORPORATED IN THE STATE OF MAINE IN 1896,
THE ‘IMPERIAL MAIL MARKING COMPANY’,
ESTABLISHED OFFICES IN BOTH BOSTON, U.S.A., AND MONTREAL,
CANADA, HAVING MACHINES MANUFACTURED BY ‘PRATT & WHITNEY'
OF HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT.

Because of need to expedite the handling of mail,
the Canadian Post Office decided to commence testing the
Imperial Machine at Montreal.

Postmarks applied were patriotic in theme .. initially having line-
obliterators followed with patriotic ‘flag’ types.

Postmark:  22mm Diameter Dater Dial with a 7-staggered-line
obliterator with “Canada” as centered text.

QTR &

8 . oF
(e g ") ——CANADA——
‘8 9’\

CANADA’S FIRST MACHINE POSTMARK

12 MARCH 1896

Commercial-use Canadian Postal Stationery Card, postmarked
at Montreal, Quebec, sent to Newmarket, Ontario

One Cent ..
Domestic Postcard-Rate

Third Day of Postmark Use



IMPERIAL MACHINE Second Trial

Montreal

Second Use Period:
23 March - 10 April 1894

THE HERETOFORE 7-STRAIGHT HEAVY LINE BARS OBLITERATOR APPARENTLY REQUIRED
TOO MUCH INK ALONG WITH HAVING AN IMPRESSION NOT OFTEN
DRYING BY THE TIME THE MAIL REACHED THE SORTERS,
THE MACHINE VENDOR ALTERED THE POSTMARK DIE TO A 6-WAVY THIN-LINE
OBLITERATOR.

Postmark:  22mm Diameter Dater Dial with six (61mm) wavy-line
obliterator with “Canada” as centered text.

23 MARCH 1896

Commercial-use
Canadian Postal
Stationery Card,
postmarked at
Montreal, Quebec,
sentto
Toronto, Ontario

One Cent ..
Domestic Postcard-Rate

First Day of
Postmark Use

24 MARCH 1896

Commercial mail,
Canadian Postal
Stationery cover,
postmarked
at Montreadl,
sent to Milwaukee,
Wisconsin.

Three Cenis ..
Domestic Single-
Weight Letter-Rate

To U.S.A.
(Valid until
31 December 1898)

Second Day of
Postmark Use




IMPERIAL MACHINE Adjunct To First Trial

Montreal
11-22 April 1896

* BETWEEN THE FIRST AND SECOND PERIODS OF TRIAL USE OF THE
WAVY-LINE OBLITERATOR POSTMARK,
A PATRIOTIC ‘STRAIGHT JACK' FLAG POSTMARK WAS APPLIED BY THE TRIAL MACHINE

In view of its being used only eleven days, it is assumed that the postmark was
unsatisfactory or in the process of being re-designed.

Postmark:  22mm Diameter Dater Dial with a “straight jack”
flag obliterator with “Canada” as centered text.

,»\_\\] Ly
ANADA
1)‘1 [\x:“_’;/.,{
1T APRIL 1896 ‘ AUSTIN & ROBERTSON
WHOLESALE STATIONERS, —r F\) . -
MONTREAL, N RS
Commercial " Q/\PQ hoa
cover, A5 U ietg
postmarked A
at Montreal, 9>
sentfo

London, Ontario

Three Cents ..
Domestic

Single-Weight
Lefter-Rate

First Day of
Postmark Use

20 APRIL 1896

Commercial-use
Canadian
Postal-Stationery
Card, postmarked

Jie ' : at Montreadl,
Vel 7Y/ /\9 % sentto
L )/ / - ' [ Lt e <l Bethiesvile,

Quebec.

ﬁw%w n///&/ | One Cent ..

Domestic
Postcard-Rate




IMPERIAL MACHINE second Trial

Montreal

Fourth Postmark Use Period:
22 April - 5 June 1896

UPON COMPLETION OF AN ADJUNCT TRIAL WITH A ‘STRAIGHT JACK' FLAG
OBLITERATOR POSTMARK, THE SECOND PHASE OF THE HERETOFORE TRIAL
(Fourth Postmark Variety)

APPLYING THE 7-WAVY LINE OBLITERATOR CONTINUED.

During the first phase of the trial, the dater-dial “L" of ‘Montreal’ became damaged,
now resulting in a “short-footed L" in ‘Montreal'.

Postmark:  22mm Diameter Dater Dial (SHORT-FOOTED ‘L’ in
‘MONTREAL') with seven (58mm) wavy-line obliterator
having “Canada” as centered text.

20 MAY 1896

Commeicial cover,
postmarked at Montreal,
sent to Coteau landing, Quebec.

Three Cents ..
Domestic Single-Weight Letter-Rate.



IMPERIAL MACHINE Infroduction of Machine Two

Montreal

Postmark Use Period:
29 May - 5 June 1896

APPROXIMATELY 29 MAY 1896, A SECOND IMPERIAL MACHINE
BECAME OPERATIONAL
WHERE THE DATER DIAL NOW AGAIN HAD A
“LONG-FOOTED L" IN ‘MONTREAL’

22mm Diameter Dater Dial having a long-footed ‘L' In
‘Montreal’ with a seven (58mm) wavy-line obliterator
having “Canada” as centered text.

Postmark:

3 JUNE 1896
(Backward “3")

Commercial cover,
postmarked
at Montreal,
sent to
St. Hyacinthe,
Quebec.

Three Cents ..
Domestic
Single-Weight
Letter-Rate.

Grand Trunk Railwap Companp
(£ 2) of @anada.

4 JUNE 1896

Lady’s cover,
postmarked
at Montreal,
sent locally.

One Cent ..
2« ///”//‘Z Ceccecl Local City/Town

‘Drop-Letter Rate.




IMPERIAL MACHINE Machines 1 thru 6
Montreal ‘Flag A’ (= 1)

Postmark Use Period:
6 June 1896 - 19 June 1897

BY EARLY JUNE 1896, FOUR ADDITIONAL IMPERIAL MACHINES, NOW
TOTALING SIX, COMMENCED OPERATION REPLACING ALL PREVIOUS
POSTMARKS, NOW HAVING A PATRIOTIC ‘UNION JACK’ FLAG POSTMARK,
WITH EACH MACHINE HAVING A DEDICATED OBLITERATOR DIE
INDICATING A LETTER=‘A,B,C,D,E, F

Posftmark:  22mm Diameter dater dial having a long-foofed ‘L’ in
‘Montreal’ with Union-Jack Flag lettered-obliterator
having “Canada” as centered text.

= o
ANY CANADA ||“|
{Posimark Die)

Letter Location

DATER DIAL 2.5mm
LETTERING INITIALLY
USED FROM THE FIRST
TRIAL MACHINE
APPLYING A SEVEN-
LINE OBLITERATOR

30 JULY 1896

Inner-city mail
cover,
postmarked
at Montreal,
sent locally

Two Cents ..
Local-city/town
‘Drop Letter' Rate

If not delivered in Ten Days, |
no ke a1 n Days DATER DIAL 3mm

: ik SR LETTERING USED

~ Roval fnsurance Co. WITH ALL SIX

I  TMONTREAL MACHINES’

‘ S~ POSTMARKS

! % 8 APRIL 1897

: = w M c A L “ Commercial

\ Y ~(, AL X 5 . cover,
W. McC L, Esq., N

! Montreal,

| - AGENT, ROYAL INSURANCE COMPANY, __sentto

Simcoe, Ontario.

‘ | SIMCOE, Ont. "
| Single-Weight
Letter-Rate.



IMPERIAL MACHINE Machines 1 thru é
Montreal ‘Flag B’ (= 2)

Postmark Use Period:
¢ June 1896 - 9 July 1897

Postmark:  22mm Diameter dater dial having a long-foofed ‘L' in
‘Montreal’ with Union-Jack Flag obliterator
having “"Canada” as centered fext.

DOMESTIC DESTINATION MAIL

TWO STRIKE COVER
RESULT OF INCORRECT
FACING & MACHINE
INFEED BY POSTAL
CLERK

10 APRIL 1897

Cover,
postmarked
at Montreal,

sent fo
Monte Bello,

Quebec

Three Cents .. L X
Single-weight
domesfic Lo
lefter- rate

CRONNEXTRALS

2 JULY 1897

: Commercial
M % SONE!
A ; . postmarked at
Montreal,

sent to

Yarmouth,
1 W\ Nova Scotia.

T T
IN-PVRITY
STRENGTH

& FLAVOVR

Three Cents ..
Domestic
Singie-Weighi
Lefter-Rate.

ROBERTGREIG ¢ (@

MONTREAL.



IMPERIAL MACHINE

DESTINATION:
GERMANY

1 SEPTEMBER 1896

Commercial cover,
postmarked
at Montreal,
sent To
Offenbach/Main.

Five Cenis ..
UPU Single-Weight
Lefter- Rate

D NN

Machines 1 thru é
Montreal ‘Flag B’ (= 2)

Postmark Use Period:
9 June 1896 - 9 July 1897

Postmark:  22mm Diameter dater dial having a long-foofed ‘L’ in

‘Montreal’ with Union-Jack Flag obliterator
having “Canada” as centered text.

INTERNATIONAL DESTINATION MAIL

P. FREYSENG & CO.

Manufacturers and
Importers of

CORKS, CAPSULES, ET
QUEEN ST. E. Cor. SUMACH
TORONTO

DESTINATION:

[ FRANCE

21 JANUARY 1897

Canadian UPU
Postal Stationery
Card,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sent to
S. Pol sur Vernoré,

Two Cents ..
UPU Postcard
Kate.



IMPERIAL MACHINE Machines 1 thru é
Montreal ‘Flag C’ (= 3)
Postmark Use Period:
6 June 1896 - 9 July 1897

Postmark:  22mm Diameter dater dial having a long-footed ‘L’ in
‘Monfreal’ with Union-Jack Flag obliterator
having “"Canada” as centered text.

21 ST ANTOINE STREET
MONTREAL

DOMESTIC MAIL

12 SEPTEMBER
1896

Commercial
covelr,
postmarked
at Montreal,
sent To
Toronto, Ontario.

Messrs The Massev-Harris Co
Toronto, Ont.

Three Cents ..
Domestic
single-weight
lefter-rate

SHORT-PAID/
POSTAGE DUE
MAILTO GERMANY

1 MAY 1897

Canadian Postal
Stationery Card,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sent to
Aachen, Germany

Two Cents ..
UPU International
Postcard Rate; card
short One Cent
é ; resulting in 5 Cents =
10 Pfennig postage due
covering rate
upcharge + penalty.




IMPERIAL MACHINE Machines 1 thru é

Montreal ‘Flag D’ (= 4)
Postmark Use Period:
6 June 1896 - 8 July 1897

Postmark:  22mm Diameter dater dial having a short-footfed ‘L’ in
‘Montreal’ with Union-Jack Flag obliterator
having “Canada” as centered text.

25 MAY 1897

Commercial
cover,
postmarked
at Montreal,
sent To
Coteav Landing,
Quebec.

Three Cents ..
Domestic
singie-weight
letter-rate

8 JULY 1897

Commercial
cover,
Jubilee-Series
franked,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sentto
Yarmouth,
Nova Scotia

Three Cents ..
Domestic
single-weight
letter-rate.

T e S = e ——————— S



IMPERIAL MACHINE Machines 1 thru é
Montreal ‘Flag E' (= 5)
Postmark Use Period:
6 June 1896 - 21 June 1897

Postmark:  22mm Diameter dater dial having a long-footed ‘L’ in
‘Montreal’ with Union-Jack Flag obliterator
having “Canada” as centered text.

NARROW
YEAR DATE
VARIETY

8 MARCH 1897

cover,
postmarked
at Montreal,
sent To
Monte Bello,
Quebec.

Three Cents ..

Domestic
singie-weighi
letter-rate
. WIDE

K YEAR DATE
8 Jg VARIETY
e ~<d
L1 M0O
2k 17 APRIL 1897
Om =
S Z
Ok g ; Commercial
8z ) & : cover,
T { , ,
0o /; ” Mo o BB postmarked at
™ TR iy 7#" SeAs R Montreal,
gl fo et sent o
g0 = Ambherstburg,
TN f’/ e ’l., g jﬁ[j}"f/" e Ontario.
0z ‘
< / Three Cents ..
cm . P, Domestic
= a4 single-weight

lefter-iate.



IMPERIAL MACHINE Machines 1 thru 6
Montreal ‘Flag E’ (= 5)
Postmark Use Period:
6 June 1896 — 21 June 1897

Postmark:  22mm Diameter dater dial having a long-footed ‘L’ in
‘Monfreal’ with Union-Jack Flag obliterator
having “Canada” as centered text.

INTERNATIONAL DESTINATION MAIL
ENGLAND

29 JUNE 1896

Cover,
postmarked at
Montreal,
endorsed “via New York”
sent fo
Duffield, Derby, England

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse with Offset on Front)

“Derby, 8 July 1896”

Five Cents ..
UPU International
Singie-Weighi
Letter-Rate



IMPERIAL MACHINE Machines 1 thru 6
Montreal ‘Flag F’ (= é)
Postmark Use Period:
6 June 1896 - 18 June 1897

Postmark:  22mm Diameter dater dial having a shorf-foofed ‘L’ in
‘Montreal’ with Union-Jack Flag obliterator
having “Canada” as centered text.

DOMESTIC DESTINATION MAIL

18 JUNE 1896

Cover,
postmarked
at Montreal,

sentTo
S$t, Hyacinthe

Quebec.

Three Cents ..
Domestic
single-weight
iefter-rate

24 JULY 1898

Commercial
cover,
postmarked at
Montredl,
sent fo
Vancouver,
British Columbia.

SRR s { Three Cents ..

Montreal & B,C. mmm Co. ,;n'i‘.’é'fi,’fsim

S e : -rate.
- Vancouver, B.C. J ——

Vil - 2 - §
e b AW SRR ol N

il

P
i

_,.._

7
L}
§
I
|




IMPERIAL MACHINE Machines 1 thru 6
Montreal ‘Flag F’ (= 6)
Postmark Use Period:
6 June 1896 - 18 June 1897

Postmark: 22mm Diameter dater dial having a long-foofed ‘L’ in
‘Monfreal’ with Union-Jack Flag obliterator
having “Canada” as centered text.

INTERNATIONAL DESTINATION MAIL
BELGIUM

22 OCTOBER 1896

Canadian UPU Postal Stationery Card,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sent to
Anvers (Antwerp), Belgium.

Arrival Postmark:
(Front)

“Anvers (Amival),
3 November, 1896”

Two Cents ..
UPU International
Posicard Rale



IMPERIAL MACHINE

MACHINE3 = ‘C’

2 JANUARY
(1897)

Commercial
covelr,
postmarked
at Montreal,
sent To
Rock Island,
Quebec.

Three Cents ..
Domestic
olee pallom ssemf il
)lllglc*"l‘.‘lglll

letter-rate

Machines 1 thru 6
Missing Year-Date Variety

Postmark Use Period:
é June 1896 - 9 July 1897

Postmark:  22mm Diameter dater dial having a long-footfed ‘L’ in

‘Montfreal’ with Union-Jack Flag obliterator
having “Canada” as centered text.

DOMESTIC DESTINATION MAIL

LIVERPOOL AND
' INSURA?D
,VHEf‘D OFFICE, -

5%@

AGENT

: ; j /‘> ,' ",r
f,:(//ﬂ %

!

e ( Canada.

MACHINE7 = ‘F
2 JANUARY (1897)

Mourning cover,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sent locally.

(Inner- cﬂy)d
letter-rate



IMPERIAL MACHINE Machines 1 thru 6

Reserve Postmark ‘K’

Postmark Use Period:
3-9 September 1896
(7-Day Usage)

No records or reference materials have been found to explain
the purpose of the ‘K’ Union Jack Postmari!

It is thus assumed by postal historians that it was a reserve die for use when
one of the six machine postmarking dies needed replacing.

EXCEPT DURING THE PERIOD OF 3-9 SEPTEMBER 1896, NO OTHER USE IS
KNOWN OR HAS BEEN VERIFIED. FOUR EXAMPLES KNOWN

Postmark: 22mm Diameter dater dial having a long-footed ‘L’ in
‘Montreal’ with Union-Jack Flag obliterator
having “Canada’” as centered text.

8 SEPTEMBER 1896

Cover,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sent to
Toronto, Ontario.

Three Cenis ..
Domestic single-weight
iefter-raie



IMPERIAL MACHINE Machine 6
Union Jack Postmark ‘F’

Temporary Replacement
Usage Period:
30 January - 30 March 1897

FOR UNKNOWN REASONS, MACHINES 6 & 5, HERETOFORE FITTED WITH UNION JACK
DIE POSTMARKS ‘F’ & ‘E', WERE RESPECTIVELY WITHDRAWN A SHORT PERIOD IN 1897
AND REFITTED WITH THE 1896-USED LINE OBLITERATORS.

Postmark:  22mm Diameter dater dial having a long-footed ‘L’ in
‘Montfreal’ with a staggered sevenline
obliterator having “Canada” as centered text.

MACHINE ‘6’ ... UNION JACK OBLITERATOR ‘F
TEMPORARILY REPLACED WITH FORMER SEVEN-LINE OBLITERATOR

16 FEBRUARY 1897

Cover,
Postmarked at
Montreal,
sent to
Alexandria,
Ontario.

Three Cents..
Domestic
single-eight
letter-rate

18 FEBRUARY 1897

Canadian
Postal Stationery
Card,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sent fo
Mount Bridges,
Ontario.

One Cent ..
Domestic
postcard-rate




IMPERIAL MACHINE Machine 5
Union Jack Postmark ‘E’
Temporary Replacement

Usage Period:
10 March - é April 1897

SIMILARLY, AS INITIALLY MACHINE’ 6', MACHINE ‘5’ (WITH ITS ‘E’' POSTMARK) WAS
WITHDRAWN FOR A SHORT PERIOD IN EARLY 1897 AND REFITTED WITH THE
PREVIOUSLY USED WAVY-LINE OBLITERATOR DIE.

Postmark:  22mm Diameter dater dial having a long-footed ‘L' in
‘Monireal’ with a uniform straight-edge seven wavy-line
obliterator having “Canada” as centered text.

MACHINE ‘5’ ... UNION JACK OBLITERATOR ‘F’
TEMPORARILY REPLACED WITH SEVEN WAVY-LINE OBLITERATOR

50-11-12-35

IF NOT DELIVERED IN 5 DAYS
RETURN TO

The Canada Paint Co., Ltd.

P. O. DRAWER 2293.
Montreal, - - Que.

30 MARCH 1897

Commercial mail cover,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sentto
Amherstburg, Ontario.

Three Cents ..
Domestic
single-weight
lefter-rate



IMPERIAL MACHINE Trial Machine at
Oftawa
Union Jack Postmark

Dater Die ‘X’ /Unleftered Obliterator
1 April 1896 - 19 June 1897

WHILST MACHINETRIALS WERE BEING CONDUSTED AT MONTREAL,
A TRIAL MACHINEWAS ALSO ALLOCATEDTO OTTAWA,
WHERE IT WAS TRIAL-OPERATED UNTIL LATE 1897 APPLYING
TWO DIFFERENT DATER DIALS OVER TIME WITH A SINGLE UNLETTERED
UNION-JACK FLAG OBLITERATOR.

DATER DIAL ‘X’

*Year in lower arc
* No ‘Canada’

Postmark:  22mm Diameter Dater Dial ‘X’ with unlettered
Union-Jack Flag Obliterator
having “Canada” as centered text.

Return to
BaNk oF MoONTREAL, OTTAWA,
If not delivered in Five Days.

S
.................................. GLANITEAE, . .
/;:7'
4 SEPTEMBER 1896

Commercial mail cover,
postmarked at Ottawa,
sent to Stanstead, Quebec.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Stanstead, Que., September 5, 1897”

Three Cents ..
Domestic single-weight
letter-rate



IMPERIAL MACHINE Trial Machine Operation

Otiawa

Union Jack Postmark Usages
Dater Die ‘X’/Unlettered Obliterator
1 April 1896 - 19 June 1897

Postmark:  22mm Diameter Dater Dial ‘X’ with unlettered
Union-Jack Flag Obliterator
having “Canada” as centered text.

5 NOVEMBER 1896 1

Cover, postmarked
at Oftawa, sent to
Toronto.

|

!
. B
Three cents: i
Single-weight !
domestic
letter-rate B

~ 10 OCTOBER 1894

Canadian Postal Stationery
Lefter, business mail,
postmarked at Oftawa,
sentto
Winnipeg, Manitoba.

Three cents:
Single-weight domestic
letter-rate

18 MARCH 1897

Canadian Postal
Stationery Card,
postmarked at
Ottawa,
sent locally

One Cent ..
Domestic
Postal Card Rate




IMPERIAL MACHINE Trial Machine Operation

Oftawa

Union Jack Postmark Usages
Dater Die ‘Z’/Unlettered Obliterator
9 August - 28 October 1897

Postmark: 22mm Diameter Dater Dial ‘'Z' with unlettered
Union-Jack Flag Obliterator
having “Canada” as centered text.
Z VA D\ DATERDIAL'Z
(C 0gr2o”
67 —0 9
T

* Year split
*'7’ of “1897” sanserif
* ‘Canada’ in lower arc

9 AUGUST 1897

Canadian Postal
Stationery Card,
postmarked at
Ottawaq,
sent to Toronto.

One Cent:

Domestic
Postcard Rate 4% @6

FIRST DAY USAGE /

2 OCTOBER 1897

Cover, postmarked
at Ottawa,
sent to Toronto.

Three cents:
Single-weight
domestic
letter-rate




IMPERIAL MACHINE Trial Machine Operation
Oftawa :

Union Jack Postmark Usages
Dater Die ‘Z'/Unlettered Obliterator
9 August - 28 October 1897

Postmark:  22mm Diameter Dater Dial ‘Z’ with unlettered
Union-Jack Flag Obliterator
having “Canada” as centered text.

GOVERNOR-GENERAL-OFFICE MAIL TO SCOTLAND
INTERNATIONAL USAGE

Ex Bowen & George

23 SEPTEMBER 1897

Embossed ‘Governor General's Office’ Cover,
signature validated “David Erstkind” (front), endorsed “via New York”,
postmarked at Ottawa, sent to Brouyhty Fenry, Scotland.

Arrival Postmark:
(reverse)

“Dundee 51, October 4, 1897”

Ten Cents:
Double-Weight UPU International
Letter-Rate

One of Eleven Ten-Cent-Franked
Patriotic Flag Cancels Known



IMPERIAL MACHINE Machines 1,5 & 6
Queen Victoria’'s Jubilee Postmark
5 Strokes = Die 1/ Dater ‘X’
Montreal

Usage Period:
June - July 1897

IN JI:II]E 1897, IMPERIAL MACHINES 1, 5 & 6 HAVING ‘UNION JACK POSTMARKS’
‘A’,'E' & 'F WERE WITHDRAWN AND FITTED WITH A NEW FLAG POSTMARK
OBLITERATOR HONORING THE ‘JUBILEE OF QUEEN VICTORIA 1837-1897".

Each machine’s postmark flag obliterator die (3) could be identified by its
number strokes in the flag furl as well as its dater dial referred here to
‘X', 'Y and ‘7',

5 Shrokes = Die 1
4 Strokes = Die 2
7 Shrokes = Die 3

DATER DIAL ‘X DATER DIAL 'Y’
* Year in lower arc

* Year split
* No ‘Canada’

*'7" of “1897" serifed
* ‘Canada’ in lower arc

25 JUNE 1897

‘Jubilee Flag Postmark’ clip having
Dater Dial ‘X’ and Die ‘1’ ‘Five Stroke’
Flag Obliterator.

Use Period:
25-29 June 1897.

Seven examples known



IMPERIAL MACHINE 5 Strokes = Die 1/ Dater ‘Y’

Queen Victoria's Jubilee Postmark
Monireal

DATER DIAL ‘Y’ Usage Period:
21 June - 12 July 1897

* Year split
*'7" of “1897" serifed
* 'Canada’ in lower arc

2 JULY 1897

Drop-Letter City-Mail Clip
Jubilee Issue

Royal Insurance Bui S N \%w s
PLAGE D'ARMES, - QB 7 TN
24 JUNE 1897 A M
: SIR DONALD 4. SMITH, P HICRE" Y ‘\\\\\\\\\§ \\\\\\ n 7
Commercial-mail P"“f;"“r 2 S A e \\\\\
cover, mg, ——7 77" /
postmarked at : / 7 /
Montreal,
sent locally.
2 Cenis: ; M
Drop-Letter / / 7‘%’ Mﬁﬂ'&
CH’Y Rate : (8
—
i
\ Qf‘il_;' ‘;\_“
SUuUL 8 f.' \
1820—0 97 8 JULY 1897
A (\;'..\/A
g Cover,
postmarked at
Montreal,
- sent locally.
%% ‘ % W”L 2 Cenis:
Drop-Letter

[3 &/W 4 i
G



IMPERIAL MACHINE

DATER DIAL ‘X

* Year in lower arc
* No ‘Canada’

6 Strokes = Die 2/ Dater ‘X’
Queen Victoria’s Jubilee Postmark
Montreal
Usage Date:

22 June 1897
(Tuesday)

R

NARROW YEAR VARIETY
22 JUNE 1897

Cover,
postmarked |
at Montreadl,

addressed to
Bristol, England.

3 Cents ..
2 Cents Empire Lefter-Rate
+ 1 Cent Convenience
Franking

One of iwo examples
known.

W
3

WIDE YEAR VARIETY
22 JUNE 1897

Philatelic-inspired
cover,

BREAK IN FLAG =
POSTMARKED LATER
THAN 22 JUNE
at Montreal.

e i

2 Cents:
Drop-Letter
City Rate

Less than ten covers
known.

e




IMPERIAL MACHINE 6 Strokes = Die 2/ Dater ‘7’

Queen Victoria's Jubilee Postmark

Monireal
DATER DIAL ‘Z'
Usage Period:
Year split 21 June - 10 July 1897

‘7" of “1897" sans serif
*  Yearinlower arc

( Ip

MAILTO ENGLAND

22 JUNE 1897

Canadian Postal
Stationery Card,
postmarked
at Montreal,
addressed to
Sydenham, Sussex

Engla;|d. ' / C i —+ 4 % e oy %
2Cents.. . ?

United Kingdom ' Lt ““"'//{
Postcard-Rate 5 @g

THE ADDRESS TO BE

e = — —

IF NOT DELIVERED IN 10 DAYS,

RETURN TO DOMESTIC
ALEX. MCARTHUR & CO., COMMERCIAL
6 LEMOINE STREET, MAIL
MONTREAL,
3JULY 1897

Commercial mail
/// v&*ﬁ cover,
( Can Rz2rnel Y @ postmarked at
: Montreal sent to
Charlottetown,

@/é/,/é Prince Edward
= M |s|dnd
3 Cents:
J)( é} 2 Op Domestic
single-weight
lefter-rate.



IMPERIAL MACHINE 7 Strokes = Die 3/ Dater ‘Y’

Queen Victoria’s Jubilee Postmark
Montreal

Usage Period:
20 & 29 June 1897

The 7 STROKES = DIE 3 OBLITERATOR WITH DATER DIAL ‘Y’
type ‘Queen Victoria Jubilee Postmark’
is only known on philatelic-inspired mail.

DATER DIAL Y

= Year split
= ‘7" of “1897" with serif
* Year in lower arc

20 JUNE 1897

Philatelic-inspired cover,
postmarked at Montreal

1 Cent:
Domestic
Drop-letter (non-carrier office)
letter-rate.

One of nine examples known
either postmarked June 20 or 29.



IMPERIAL MACHINE 7 Strokes = Die 3/ Dater ‘X’

Queen Victoria’s Jubilee Postmark

Monireal
DATER DIAL X'
Usage Period:
* Year in lower arc 21 June - 10 July 1897
* No ‘Canada’

FIRST DAY USE
21 JUNE 1897

Registered
business mail
cover,
postmarked at
Montredl,
sent locally.

7 Cents ..
Registered lefter-
rate
(2 Cents + 5 Cents
Registry)

Only registered
drop-lefter
business mail
example known.

LAST DAY USE
10 JULY 1897

Cover,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sent locadlly.

2 Cents:
Drop-Letter
City Rate



IMPERIAL MACHINE 7 Strokes = Die 3/ Dater ‘X’

Queen Victoria's Jubilee Postmark
Montreal

Usage Period:
21 June - 10 July 1897

PRINTED MATTER
CIRCULAR

3 JULY 1897
(Double Strike)

Unsealed cover
(circular enclosure),
postmarked at
Montreal,
sentto
Halifax,
Nova Scofia.

1 Cent:
Domestic circular
mail rate.

FREE-FRANK
OFFICIAL CUSTOMS OFFICE
NOTIFICATION

5JULY 1897

Nofification of parcel arrival
with duty applicable.
Postmarked at Montreal,
sent locally.

Arrival Postmark:
(fronf)
"MT,
5 July 1897"

Only known use example.




IMPERIAL MACHINE 7 Strokes = Die 3/ Dater ‘X’
Queen Victoria’s Jubilee Postmark

Montreal

Usage Period:
21 June - 10 July 1897

DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL MAIL USAGE

30 JUNE 1897

Business mail
cover,
postmarked at
Montredl,
sent to
St. Hyacinthe,
Quebec.

Arrival Postmark:

(Reverse)
“St Hyacinthe,
1 July 1897”

6 JULY 1897

Business mail
cover,
. postmarked at
Montreal,
sent to
Truro,
Nova Scotia.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Truro,

7 July 1897”

3 Cents:
Domestic single-weight letter-rate



IMPERIAL MACHINE ARRIVAL POSTMARK ‘X’
Standard Postal Stationery Card

Montreal

Usage Period:
29 May 1896 - 7 August 1897

IN ADDITION TO POSTMARKING OUT-GOING MAIL AT MONTREAL,
ONE TO THREE OF THE SIX OPERATIONAL MACHINES ALSO APPLIED THEIR
RESPECTIVE DATER DIAL (‘X’, 'Y’ & ‘Z") WITHOUT OBLITERATOR TO ARRIVING
MAIL. AT VARIOUS TIMES DURING THEIR OPERATIONAL FUNCTION
AT MONTREAL.

Postmark:
22mm Dater
Dial without ‘Canada’ text

TYPE ‘X’
ARRIVAL POSTMARK

12 JUNE 1896

Canadian Standard Postal
Stationery Card commercial mail,
postmarked at
Brockville, Ontario,
sent to Montreal.

1Cent..
Domestic Postcard-Rate



IMPERIAL MACHINE ARRIVAL POSTMARK

Queen Victoria’s Jubilee Postal Card
Montreal
Usage Period:
21 June - 10 July 1897

‘7" in “1897 with serif

TYPE'Y’ |
ARRIVAL POSTMARK |

6 JULY 1897

Canadian Postal
Stationery Card
commercial mail,
postmarked
at Leamington,
sent to Montreal.

1 Cent..
Domestic
Postcard-Rate

7" in '1897" without serif

TYPE'T
ARRIVAL POSTMARK

THE ADDRESS TO BE WRITTEN ON THI SIPF
)i
A

9 JULY 1897

Canadian Postal
Stationery Card
commercial mail,
postmarked
at Apple Hill,

1 sent to Montreal.

oL 1Cent..
72N oK ps N Domestic
- 4 Ll Postcard-Rate



IMPERIAL MACHINE Testing of the “Boston” Machine

Montreal

Postmark Use Period:
10 March 1899 - 28 June 1900

Concurrent with use of Bickerdike Machines at Montreal,
replacing the worn Imperial Machines,
THE MONTREAL POST OFFICE INDEPENDENTLY EXPERIMENTED MORE THAN YEAR
WITH A UPDATED VERSION OF THE IMPERIAL MACHINE,
REFERENCED IN POSTAL FILES AS THE ‘BOSTON’ MACHINE
supplied by the American Postal Machines Company at Boston, Massachusetts,
syccessor company to the Imperial Maill Marking Company of Monireal & Boston.

Postmark: 22mm Diameter Dater Dial having a long-fooled ‘L’ in
‘Monireal’ with a seven (58mm) wavy-line obliterator
having “Canada” as centered text.

Krum in 10 Days o
Tve MONTREAL LITHOGRHPHING U

12 SEPTEMBER
1899

Commercial
advertising cover,
postmarked at
Montreadl,
sent to
Toronto, Ontario

two Cont: Toronto thhographmg Coy
w?glr;;s:;?f::?c:iee Cor. King and Bathurst Streets,
TORONTO, Ont.

14 JUNE 1900

PRIVATE PQ%\' BARD. '~ ',f! ;

/
oty et
( A
e

Fricdman Bros.

MONTERE AT,

Commercial mail
postcard,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sentto
Ambherstburg,
Ontario.

Arrival Postmark:
(Front)
“Ambherstburg,
June 15, 1900”

One Cent:
Domestic
postcard-rate.




IMPERIAL MACHINE 6 Strokes = Die 2/ Dater ‘7’

Queen Victoria’s Jubilee Posimark
DATER DIAL ‘7 Oftawa
9 «  Year split Usage .
o/ 7 of 1897 sanserif 21 June - 7 August 1897

* 'Canadd’ in lower arc

MAILTO U.S.A.
29 JUNE 1897 0
Commercial mail NP
cover, ‘
postmarked
at Ottawa , / Ay ‘ AV,
sent to i / - _ (-‘4/
St. Paul, Minnesota. :

3Cents..
Single-weight

letter-rate fo U.S.A. s = ) |
(valid until ATY, ‘ ;
31. December 1898) CANADA my clagn T;J:WAY co. /?// |
l\? 1 : ! ‘W 4

L : NETERR = T X = —_—

TRANSIT JUBILEE
POSTMARK USE

8 JUNE 1897

Cover, postmarked at
Moncton, New
Brunswick, 6 July 1897,
sent to Oftawa,
re-directed with transit
postmark at Ottawa
to Truro,

Nova Scotia

3 Cents:
Single-weight
Domestic
letter-rate




6 Strokes = Die 2/ Dater ‘7’
Queen Victoria’'s Jubilee Postmark
Ottawa

Usage Period:
21 June - 7 August 1897

|
; IMPERIAL MACHINE

OFFICIALMAIL ..
CANADIAN GEOLOGICAL
SURVEY DEPARTMENT

13 JULY 1897

“On Her Majesty’s Service”
cover,
validated by
“G.M. Dawson”,
postmarked
at Ottawa
sentto
London, England.

Arrival Postmark:

(reverse)
“London,
July 24, 1897

10 Cents:
Double-Weight
UPU International
Lefter-Rate

One of Eleven
10-Cent-Franked
Patriotic Flag Cancels
Known.




IMPERIAL MACHINE 6 Strokes = Die 2/Dater ‘T’

Queen Victoria’'s Jubilee Postal Card
Ottawa

Usage Period:
21 June - 7 August 1897

5 JULY 1897
Canadian Postal
Stationery Card
commercial mail,
postmarked
at Ottawa,
sent locally. |
1 Cent.. < //. ,1 ¢ . (:‘.,
Domestic / ﬁ # t/? L leif'!
Postcard-Rate 7
A ;
- ) s P | s d/}(
o
(@A ’tf;
3 AUGUST 1897
Canadian Postal
Stationery Card
commercial mail,
postmarked
at Ottawa,
sent to Montreal.
Bickerdike Trial
Machine Arrival
Postmark
1Cent..
Domestic

Postcard-Rate



IV. BICKERDIKE MACHINE First & Second Trials

Montreal

Trial I: 2-8 December 1894
Trial ll: 28 December 1896 -
3 January 1897

Martin Ethridge, designer of the Imperial Machine, developed a new postmarking
machine, superior in function to the Imperial, the ‘BICKERDIKE' (named after his
financier ‘Robert Bickerdike’), which he, along with John Brooks Young, patented in
Canadaq, the United States and Great Britain in 1894. To manvfacture the machine, a
new company was formed, the Canadian Postal Supply Company.

THE ‘BICKERDIKE’' WAS OFFERED TO THE CANADIAN POST OFFICE IN 1896
WITH SUCCESSFUL TESTING CONDUCTED BY THEM IN DECEMBER 1896.

//-\~ = ~
/@ﬂ pf«.\ = “g\\\ﬂ\ l Postmark:
(SoeEc291) AR\ \WADAL | 22mm Diameter Dater Dial with involute
8-—0 ) x\%ﬂ \& *k flag obliterator having ‘CANADA’ mid-flag.
r’8 9{)/ T \
FIRST TRIAL WCHENNA THOMSDN & G2, e :
(TAMES O'BRIEN & CO.,) : RS
2 DECEMBER 1896 WHOLESALE CLOTHING, O e
MONTREAL. {(SDEC 2 ¢
Commeircial cover, . 19—20 J
posimarked at /900
Montreal, 89
sentto
Amhurstburg,
Ontario.

First Day Trial Usage

One of Nine
Examples Known

SECONDTRIAL

o FINE DAVE RETRATS g 10 % " 30 DECEMBER 1896
MONTREAL. ; |
i e W 0?/7 . Commercial

cover,
postmarked at

~ : Montreal,
0_&{ @W B sentto
3 Rock Island,
7 Quebec

|
> 1‘ Third Day Trial
\ Usage

N

28 One of Five
Examples

—— . g e e e e Known

Three Cents ‘
Domestic Single-Weight Letter-Rate.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE

Decommissioning of
‘Imperial Machines’
Montreal
Jubilee Postmark Type Il
Commercial Use Period:
10-15 July & 17 July

ON 10 JULY 1897, THE HERETOFORE OPERATIONAL ‘IMPERIAL MACHINES’ WERE
DECOMMISSIONED AND REPLACED BY SIX NEW ‘BICKERDIKE MACHINES’, WTH
ONE MACHINE AT MONTREAL APPLYING A ‘JUBILEE FLAG’ AND FIVE OTHERS
APPLYING AN INVOLUTE ‘STANDARD FLAG' OBLITERATOR.

Postmark: 22mm Diameter Dater Dial with involute flag obliterator
having ‘CANADA’, Crown & ‘1837 - 1897 V.R’, in text.

BARNARD & HOLLAND,
COMMISSION MERCHANTS AND IMPORTERS

13 JULY 1897

Commercial
cover,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sent to
Brampton,
Ontario.

BoaRD or TRADE BUILDING
MONTREAL

Arrival
Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Brampton,
July 14, 1897”

Messrs. Kirkwood Bros.,

Brampton,

Ont, =

@J-b 2 /3
ﬁ?’dmm,

‘\k‘)
Three Cents....

Domestic Single-Weight Lefter-Rate. Two of eleven examples known

15 JULY 1897

Commercial
cover,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sentto
Brockville,
Ontario.

Arrival
Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Rockville, July
15, 1897”



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Decommissioned ‘Imperial Machines’
Oftawa & Montreal
Jubilee Postmark Type llI
Use Period:

Montreal: 13 April 1897 - 18 April 1898
Otftawa: 30 October 1897 - 2 March 1898

TWO NEW BICKERDIKE MACHINES BECAME OPERATIONAL AT OTTAWA, ONE OF
WHICH APPLIED A ‘JUBILEE’ OBLITERATOR. ONE MACHINE AT EACH MONTREAL &
OTTAWA APPLIED THE NEW THIRD-STYLE ‘JUBLILEE’ POSTMARK,

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with
involute flag obliterator
having ‘1837 V.R. 1897  text.

OTTAWA

11 NOVEMBER

1897
Cover,
postmarked at
Ottawa,
sent fo
Montreal,
Quebec.
Arrival
Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Montreal,
November 11,
1897"
Ex Bomar & Puls
FROM
THE MONTREAL NEWS COMPANY
(umires) QATRL
385 & 388 S7, JAMES STREET, ®) <7\ -
MCNTREAL. SAPLIST
20 =0
MONTREAL
(802
15 APRIL 1898
Commercial
covelr,
postmarked
! at Montreal,
Messrs T, C. Allen & Co., sentto
Halifax,
Halifax, Nova Scotia.
Arrival
N. S. Postmark:
: (Reverse)
“Halifax,
April 18, 1898”
Only known
— - . example.

Three Cen;..
Domestic Single-Weight Lefter-Rate.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Unfinished Flag Postmark
Ottawa & Montreal

Use Period:

Ottawa: 30 October 1897 - 19 March 1898
Montreal: 13-18 April 1898

THE ‘UNFINISHED FLAG’ POSTMARK WAS USED ALTERNATELY AT BOTH
OTTAWA AND MONTREAL
in those new Bickerdike Machines
which were applying the Jubilee Postmark at each location,
most probably as a reserve postmarking die
during cleaning or maintenance of the lalter die.

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with
nvolute unfinished-end flag obliterator
having ‘Canada’ text.

OTTAWA

2 NOVEMBER

f
1897 ’
A

‘Supreme Court
of Canada’
embossed
cover, }
postmarked at i
Ottawa, i
sentto
Toronto,
Ontario.

Arrival
Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Toronto,
November 3,
1897"

:

MONTREAL

14 APRIL
1898

Commercial
cover,
postmarked
at Montreal,
sent to
Ambhurstburg,
Ontario.

Arrival
Postmark:
(Reverse)
: “Amhurstburg,
@/ April 15,1898"

5 Only Known
Example

Three Cents ..
Domestic Single-Weight Letter-Rate.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE

Involute ‘Standard’ Flag

Obliterators
Montreal

Six Machine Operation

BY MID-1897, SIX BICKERDIKE MACHINES WERE
OPERATIONAL AT MONTREAL WITH THREE DIE STYLES OF

FLAG OBLITERATORS IN USE BETWEEN 1897-1902

Flag Die-Style I

involute Flag

Without Indicia /

Machine Number

Distingvishable by

Flag Characteristic
(© David Sessions)

(July 1897 - April 1898)

Height of ‘N’ of ‘CANADA’

Vertical line centered on “A’ or shifted to the right?
Two vertical lines centered on ‘A’ or shifted to the left?
Does angular line coincide with vertical line below?
Does angular line bisect corner?

Does angular line coincide with vertical line below?

NonaAaLN=

Relationship of line closing second furl to vertical line above,

i.e. central, shifted to the left or to the right?

8. Width of first segment of second furl.

Flag Die-Style II:
Barred Involute Flag
Without Indicia:

(April 1898 - March 1902)

Flag Die-Style lll:
Barred Involute Flag
With Indicia:

(January 1900 - March 1902)

Indicia ‘A’ thru “E’ located here



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Involute Flag Without Indicia

Flag Die-Style I, Machine |
Montreal

Usage Period:
10 July 1897 - 12 April 1898

\g9e/ |7 M
Flag Die-Style |

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with involute
flag obliterator having 'CANADA’ mid-flag.

T

MAILTO SCOTLAND

13 JULY 1897

Cover,
Postmarked at

4 TN
Sentto ! o @W/W
S i oy

Dumbarton, Scotland.

Five Cents:
UPU International ‘ '
Single-Weight \(
Letter-Rate

MONTREAL
EXHIBITION
ADVERTISING
COVER
(Show Durdtion:
19-28 August
1897)

3 AUGUST 1897

Commercial
mail cover,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sent to
§t. Johns,
Newfoundland

Three Cents:

, |QTH-28TH l 897
/ Domestic
August, { W . @ Ssingle-Weight

Letter-Rate




BICKERDIKE MACHINE Involute Flag Without Indicia
Flag Die-Style |, Machine 2
Montreal
Usage Period:
12 July 1897 - 14 April 1898

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with involute
flag obliterator having ‘CANADA’ mid-flag.

JIFE
MONTREAL CITY ﬁ'm A
DROP-LETTER _ [SsEP 22

22 SEPTEMBER 1897
/8 9’1

o el /// ik bes

postmarked at

Montreal,
sent locally. = . : 7
- ////w/z'/,/z/;y- 7 /( L2
Two Cents: 4
Inner-City Drop
Letter-Rate

INTERNATIONAL
MAIL
GERMANY

21 DECEMBER
1897

Up-rated
Canadian Postal
Stationery Card,

postmarked at
Montreadl,
sent to
Berlin, Germany

Two Cents:
UPU International
Postcard-Rate




Involute Flag Without Indicia

BICKERDIKE MACHINE
Flag Die-Style I, Machine 3
Montreal
Usage Period:
16 July 1897 -7 April 1898

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with involute
flag obliterator having ‘CANADA’ mid-flag.

COMMERCIAL MAIL

RETURN IN 5 DAYS

DOMESTIC
CANADA

8 OCTOBER
1897 \

Commercial
mail cover,
postmarked
at Montreal,
sent to
Owen
Sound,
Ontario

Messrs. J. McLauchlan & Son

Owen Sound, Omi,

Three Cents:
Domestic 7 >3
ingle- \ T e
i\lrr:e?g?\i The N.K ; L ‘ ‘G()?{npang’
W WeLLINGTON & ANN ST,

MONTREAL.

MAILTO U.S.A.
24 JANUARY 1898

Up-rated
registered
Canadian Postal
Stationery Cover,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sent to
Boston,
Massachusetts

Ten Cents:
3Cents..
lefter-rate
+ 5 Cents

registration fee
+ 2 Cents

Convenience
franking




BICKERDIKE MACHINE Involute Flag Without Indicia
Flag Die-Style |, Machine 3
Montreal

Usage Period:
16 July 1897 - 7 April 1898

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with involute
flag obliterator having ‘CANADA" mid-flag.

DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL MAIL

THE AMERICAN TOBACCO COMPANY, or caxapa, rommss

2 AUGUST
1897

Commercial

mail cover, . o
postmarked  CIGARETTES AND TOBAGCO.

at Montreal,
sent to
St. Catherines,

Ontario

Three Cents: ‘ Q/% MWL%
Domestic ‘

single-weight 2

letter-rate (Q

INNER-CITY
MONTREAL

3 DECEMBER 1897

Canadian Postal
Stationery Card,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sent locally

One Cent:
Domestic
postcard rate




BICKERDIKE MACHINE Involute Flag Without Indicia
Flag Die-Style |, Machine 4
Montreal

Usage Period:
10 July 1897 - 14 April 1898

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with involute
flag obliterator having 'CANADA" mid-flag.

COMMERCIAL MAIL

STANDARD FLAG
POSTMARK

24 SEPTEMBER 1897

Commercial
mail cover,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sent to
Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania,
U.S.A.

Three Cents:
USA-Bound
Single-Weight
Letter-Rate

INVERTED FLAG
OBLITERATOR

23 DECEMBER 1897

Canadian Postal
Stationery Card,
postmarked at
Montreadl,
sent to
Vancouver,

W a"/‘,/éa British Columbia.

One Cent:
Domestic postcard

W rate
M Ex Puls & Bomar




BICKERDIKE MACHINE Involute Flag Without Indicia
Flag Die-Style |, Machine 5
Montreal

Usage Period:
12 July 1897 - 12 April 1898

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with involute
flag obliterator having ‘CANADA" mid-flag.

DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL MAIL

e s SR i

B T»_l;\
e ~ DowmiInioN Bag Co.L

MONTREAL . CAN.

Commercial .
mail cover, It
postmarked at )
Montreal, : /
sent to %Mo
Charlottetown, ? S
Prince Edward Island

letter-rate

y : : |
Three Cents: ‘t ‘
Domestic b=s ‘ V%M i
single-weight } : 2

27 JULY 1897

Commercial
postcard,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sent fo
Buckingham,
Quebec.

One Cent:
Domestic
postcard rate




BICKERDIKE MACHINE Involute Flag Without Indicia
Flag Die-Style I, Machine 5§
Montreal
Usage:
25 September 1897

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with inverted involute
flag obliterator having ‘CANADA’ mid-flag.

INVERTED FLAG OBLITERATOR

' v
SHIRTS & OVEqﬁszewsa

108 McGILL STREpT® ~ O
B | t;gg.'\

“I CROW OVER ALL.'"

Ex Puls & Bomar
25 SEPTEMBER 1897

Commercial
mail cover,
postmarked at Montreal,
sent to
Kemfstville, Ontario

Three Cents:
Domestic
single-weight
letter-rate

Only Known Example.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Involute Flag Without Indicia

COMMERCIAL
MAIL

31JULY 1897

Commeircial
mail cover,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sent to
Gaspé,
Quebec.

Three Cents:
Domestic
single-weight
letter-rate

Flag Die-Style I, Machine é
Montreal

Usage Period:
12 July 1897 - 15 April 1898

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with involute
flag obliterator having ‘CANADA" mid-flag.

o AT ﬁ (G5
. RN IN 10 DAye . %
% acUBNTURRAYS 1
*

RISTIE, BROWN & O

'MONTREALOFFICE,
264 ST CHARLES BORROMEE ST

HOTEL COVER
TO US.A.

16 AUGUST 1897

Hotel advertising
covelr,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sent to
Hoosick Falls,
New York

Three Cents:
Single-weight
letter-rate
to U.S.A.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE

MAILTO
GERMANY

23 NOVEMBER
1897

Commercial
mail cover,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sent to
Goethen,
Germany.

Five Cents:
UPU
Single-Weight
international
Lelter-Rate

22mm Diameter Dater Dial with involute
flag obliterator having 'CANADA’ mid-flag.

INTERNATIONAL MAIL

Involute Flag Without Indicia

Flag Die-Style |, Machine é
Montreal

Usage Period:
12 July 1897 - 15 April 1898

MAILTO
ENGLAND

12 JANUARY
1898

Cover,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sent to
Lliverpool,
England

Ten Cents:
UPU
International
Double-Weight
Letier-Rate.

One of Eleven
10-Cent-
Franked Patriotic
Flag Cancels
Known



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Barred Involute Flag Without Indicia
Flag Die-Style I, Machine 1
Montreal

Usage Period:
15 April 1898 - 14 November 1899

COMMENCING MID-APRIL 1898, THE ‘MONTREAL BICKERDIKE
MACHINES'POSTMARK CANCELLING DIES WERE MODIFIED
TO NOW INCLUDE TWO HEAVY BARS SPANNING THE INVOLUTE FLAG
OBLITERATORS, AS REQUESTED BY THE POSTAL AUTHORITIES TO IMPROVE
POSTAGE CANCELLATION.

Postmari:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with barred
involute flag obliterator without indicia having
‘CANADA’ mid-flag.

MAILTO U.S.A.

' PRIVATE
18 JUNE 1898 thatBraved  posrcarD
T

‘Private Postcard’,
postmarked at
Monftreal,
sent to
Grand Rapides,
Michigan.

One Cent:

Private postcard-
rate to U.S.A.

DOMESTIC
B COMMERCIAL
; 0?‘ : 0 \J‘% MAIL
Sl’%ns\réL
23 STHELEN ST
MONTREAL

24 AUGUST 1899

Cover,
postmarked at
Montreal,

Ay sentto

Yarmouth,
i

g | Az, / Nova Scofia.
7 7 : A Ariival Postmark:
Li}% et~ [7)’ L@/’%ﬂ//\/ rrival Postmar

N (Reverse)
I /7 “Yarmouth, N.S.,
o 26 August 1899

(///r/ ﬂ/i 77?7,, % CAACA Two Cents:
N > i
= ; T

Y, Domestic

o ; 7 letter-rate,

s N ) effective 1
January 1899.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE

MAILTO FRANCE
8 DECEMBER 1898

Canadian UPU
Postal Stationery
Card,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sent fo
Paris, France

Two Cents:
UPU International
Postcard-Rate

Barred Involute Flag Without Indicia
Flag Die-Style Il, Machine 3

Postmark:

Montreal
Usage Period:

15 April 1898 - 16 January 1900

22mm Diameter Dater Dial with barred

involute flag obliterator without indicia having ‘CANADA" mid-flag.

POST GARD
UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION

THE LAING

PACKING &
PROVISION

MONTREAL.

Co.,

DOMESTIC
COMMERCIAL
MAIL

27 JUNE 1899

Privately-printed
Canadian Postal
Stationery Card
postmarked at
Montreal,
sent to

Coteau Landing,
Quebec.

One Cent:
Domestic
postcard-rate.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE

Barred Involute Flag Without Indicia

Flag Die-Style ll, Machine 3

Monireal

Usage Period:

15 April 1898- 16 January 1900

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with barred
involute flag obliterator without indicia having ‘CANADA’ mid-flag.

DOMESTIC BUSINESS/COMMERCIAL MAIL

j"IUDON, ﬁéBERT % FIE,

MAILTO MONTREAL,
NEW BRUNSWICK CanADA,
PROVINCE

15 JULY 1899

Cover, k 527

postmarked at
Montreal,
sent fo
Moncton, New
Brunswick.

S
Q)

SAuc 10
13 =0
%9

Mr. W. A. Andersen

(Asst. Prev. Tax Cellector)
Terente

Ontarie

Two Cents:
Domestic single-weight letter-rate, effective 1 January 1899

-
it S

MAILTO
ONTARIO
PROVINCE

10 AUGUST 1899

Canadian Postal
Stationery
Cover,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sent to
Toronto, Ontario.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE

MAILTO
SCOTLAND

22 MAY 1898

Up-rated Jubilee
Postal Card,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sent to
Edinburgh,
Scotland.

Two Cenis:
UPU International
Postcard-Rate

Barred Involute Flag Without Indicia
Flag Die-Style Il, Machine 4
Montreal

Usage Period:
16 April 1898 -20 February 1900

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with barred
involute flag obliterator without indicia having ‘CANADA’ mid-flag.

FOREIGN-BOUND MAIL

THE ADDRESS TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE.

//‘-‘:’(:’ &%‘f}—@a )luL{
WML, SS

| =

Messrs.R.G.un & Co.,

MAILTO
UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA

23 NOVEMBER
1898

ANTRE

SOV 23¢
15
/3_99

Commercial
mail cover,
postmarked at
Montredal,
sent to

e Albany,

AELBANTYT W.Y Mot Yok
Three Cents:
Single-weight

letter-rate,

valid until
31 December

1898



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Barred Involute Flag Without Indicia
Flag Die-Style I, Machine 5
Montreal

Usage Period:
14 April 1898 - 28 March 1900

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with barred
involute flag obliterator without indicia having ‘CANADA’ mid-flag.

DOMESTIC POSTCARD-RATED MAIL

INVERTED
OBLITERATOR

4 AUGUST 1898

Commercial
postcard mail,
postmarked at

Montreal,
sent fo
Hales, Ontario

One Cent:
Domestic
posicard-rate

Earliest Known
Use; Less than five
known.

STANDARD FLAG
OBLITERATOR
3 NOVEMBER
1898
o e ' Privately-
~ That with each gar- . produced
- ment you buy from us , cdve::::g mail
: Uf = | THE SPACE BELOW IS RESERVED FOR ADDRESH P°:;'“:""‘3“"
- SALESMAN | = Ksenil :o
A . nowlton,
who will sell your goods < - ¥ pedy = T : Quebec.
- and command the con-| F.P. Williams ESQ- e
" ﬁdénee of ygﬁr 'c_:n,s;s} quuwnf Qaa. % %2;2;?:
b omes, v = postal card
[ 5 circular-rate
S AN oo el e e R SR R




Barred Involute Flag Without Indicia

BICKERDIKE MACHINE
Flag Die-Style 1l, Machine 5
Montreal

Usage Period:
14 April 1898 - 28 March 1900

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with barred
involute flag obliterator without indicia having ‘CANADA" mid-flag.

UNITED STATES-BOUND MAIL

25 OCTOBER 1898

Double-strike
cover,
postmarked at

Montreal, : | o
P o i
Y, 4

New York.
V),

el ,
7« /m,g’/,(/:1{ .

L
A

Three Cents:
U.5.A.-Bound
single-weight
lefter-rate,
valid until
31 December
1898.

24 FEBRUARY 1899

Commercial mail
cover,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sentto
Southampton,
Connecticut.

Two Cents:
Single-weight
lefter-rate to
U.S.A.,
effective
1 January 1899.




BICKERDIKE MACHINE

Barred Involute Flag Without Indicia
Flag Die-Style Il, Machine 6
Montreal

Usage Period:
19 April 1898 - 7 March 1902

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with barred
involute flag obliterator without indicia having ‘CANADA’ mid-flag.

COMMERCIAL MAIL
TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

e —
= TR

L. H. HEBERT,
 Nos 207 & 299, RUE ST-PAUL
. | MONTREAL
Commercial e
mail ]
cover,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sent to
New York City.

&
£

14 JUNE 1898

Three Cents:
Single-weight
letter-rate
to US.A.,
Valid until
31 December
1898.

14 AUGUST
1899

Commercial
reply-mail
cover,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sent to
Brooklyn,
New York

Reverse:
“Brooklyn, N.Y.
RPO
15 April, 1899”

Two Cents:
Single-weight
letter-rate to
US.A,
effective
1 January 1899.




BICKERDIKE MACHINE Barred Involute Flag Without Indicia
Flag Die-Style Il, Machine é
Montreal

Usage Period:
19 April 1898 - 7 March 1902

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with barred
involute flag obliterator without indicia having ‘CANADA’ mid-flag.

SPECIAL DELIVERY DROP-LETTER MAIL

RETURN TO

‘FrrzaisBoN, SCHAFHEITLIN & Co. WTE &)
MONTREAL, CANADA,, K\
IF NOT DELIVERED WITHIN 5 DAYS, s DI- &2 a

28 DECEMBER 1899

Commercial mail cover,
postmarked at Montreal,
sent special delivery locally

2 + 10 Cents:
Single-weight
drop letter (2 Cents)
+ special delivery (10 Cents),
effective 1 July 1898.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Barred Involute Flag Without Indicia
Flag Die-Style I, Machines 3,5,6
Montreal
1898 Imperial Penny Postage Issue
Color Varieties

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with barmred
involute flag obliterator without indicia having ‘CANADA’ mid-flag.

WORLD'S FIRST CHRISTMAS STAMP

IENOT DELIVERED IN THREE DAYS,
PLEASE RETURN TO

BLUE OCEAN ATRES,
THE MOLSONS BANK, / A
16 JANUARY MONTREAL. JAN 16 5
1899 t o)
; <
Commercial ; (89
mail
cover,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sent to THE NATIONAL SHAWMUT BANK,
Boston, U.S.A. .

BOSTOMN, MASS.

4. VINEBERC & oo

CLOTHING MANUFACTURERS SMAR 28 T

i S
o A

LAVENDER
OCEAN

28 MARCH

. .. FROM . ..
Clement & Clement
STREET RAILWAY CHAMBERS
- MONTREAL.
\ F] 7
\ |
- o = W
Robert y Carson, Ksd.
GRAY OCEAN obert, J, Ca s E8Qs,
6 OCTOBER 1899 Kingston, Ont.
Commercial Mail
Cover,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sent to

Kingston, Ontario

Two Cents:
Single-weight letter-rate for Canada and for mail to U.S.A., effective 1 January 18%9.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Barred Involute Flag With Indicia
Flag Die-Style Ill, Machine 1 = ‘A’
Montreal

Usage Period:
25 January 1900 -7 March 1902

COMMENCING IN JANUARY 1900, THE ORIGINAL SIX ‘MONTREAL BICKERDIKE
MACHINES’ HAVING HERETOFORE APPLIED ‘BARRED FLAG POSTMARK OBLITERATORS’
WERE MODIFIED TO INCLUDE INDICIA IN THOSE DIES,

ALBEIT ONLY FOUR MACHINES WERE APPLICABLE ..

‘A,'C,'D’&'F.

Posfmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with barred
involute flag obliterator with indicia
having ‘CANADA’ mid-flag.

DOMESTIC
MAIL

3 AUGUST 1900

Commercial mail
cover,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sent to
Charlottetown,
Prince Edward

Island.

Two Cents:
Domestic
single-weight
letter-rate,
effective
1 January 1899.

S. DAVIS & SONS,
BEAVER HALL HILL,
P. O. DRAWER 2307. MONTREAL.

“ZB PULL EITHER WIRE. {ja§

- MAILTO

e N Yo, GERMANY

CANADA P@C‘;{i.
SSEp 230 )

THE ADDRESS TO BE WR!lGTE_N(PN HIS £
QJ v

23 SEPTEMBER 1900

Up-rated Canada
Postal Stationery
Card,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sent to
Dresden, Blasewitz.

Arrival Postmark:
“Dresden-Blasewitz,
3 October 1900”

Two Cents:
UPU International
Postcard-Rate.




BICKERDIKE MACHINE Barred Involute Flag With Indicia

Flag Die-Style lll, Machine 3 = ‘'C’
Montreal

Usage Period:
8 March 1900 - 7 March 1902

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with barred
involute flag obliterator with indicia having ‘CANADA" mid-flag.

MAILTO
ENGLAND
WITH
REDIRECTION

21 MARCH 1901

Cover,
postmarked at
Montredl,
sent to
Egham with
redirection to
London.

Two Cents:
Empire single-
weight letter-rate

INNER-CITY
MONTREAL
MAIL

6 MARCH 1902

Commercial
i muail cover,
postmarked at
Montreal,
Sent locally.

_ l Two Cents:
23 Either inner-city
drop-letter rate
ROYAL PAPER MILLS CO. / or national

-— i » i
Montreal, P. Q. Su;zilii:?tim




BICKERDIKE MACHINE

INDICIA'D’

18 DECEMBER
1901

Commercial mail
cover,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sent to
Salem,
Massachusetts,
US.A.

Two Cents:
Single-weight
letter-rate for mail
to U.S.A., effective

1 January 1899.

- Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with barred
involute flag obliterator with indicia having ‘CANADA" mid-flag.

Barred Involute Flag With Indicia
Flag Die-Style lil, Machines 3 & 4 = ‘D’ & ‘F’
Montreal '
Usage Periods:

‘D' = 24 April 1900 - 7 March 1902
‘E'= 4 April 1900 - 4 March 1902

INDICIA'E’
3 JULY 1900

Commercial
mail cover,
postmarked at
Montredl,
sent to
Halifax,
Nova Scotia.

Two Cents:
National
single-weight
letter-rate.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Barred Involute Flag With Indicia
Flag Die-Style lll, Machine 2 = ‘B’ ..
Die Replaced with 7-Bar Obliterator
Montreal

Usage Period:
3 Apiil - 1 March 1902

Two of the six ‘Montreal Bickerdike Machines’ obliterator dies were not
initially fitted with indicia .. Machines 2 & 6 (‘B’ & ‘F’)..
awaiting new obliterator dies to replace the wearing ‘flags’, albeit
‘MACHINE 2’ DID BECOME FITTED EARLY WITH A NEW 7-BAR OBLITERATOR,
AS A FORERUNNER OF SIMILAR DIES TO BE INSERTED IN MARCH 1902

22mm Diameter Dater
CANADA——— sawmn-lm:nt:ﬁmnm;':mlw'l
with indicia ‘B’ having ‘CANADA’ midway.

19 JUNE 1900

Cover,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sent to
Newark,
New Jersey,
U.S.A.

Two Cents:
Single-weight

letter-rate
for mail to U.S.A.

HUBLESS
POSTMARK

NO DATE

Commercial
advertising-
enclosure mail,
mailed at
Montreal,
sent to
Moncton,
New Brunswick.

One Cent:
National
circular

(printed-matter)
rate.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Seven-Bar Obliterator
Machines 1 & 2="A"& ‘B’
Montreal

Usage Periods:

‘A’ =15 March - 28 October 1902
‘B’ =12 March - 25 October 1902

AS A RESULT OF WEAR, THE CANADIAN POST OFFICE DECIDED TO REPLACE THE
HERETOFORE FLAG POSTMARK DIES OF THE SIX ‘MONTREAL BICKERDIKE MACHINES'
WITH SEVEN-BAR OBLITERATORS HAVING INDICIA REFLECTING MACHINE NUMBER,

including ‘Machine 3’ which had a similar forerunner postmark in use between
April 1900 - March 1902.

Postmari:

== 22mm Diameter Dater Dial with
CANADA—— seven-bar obliterator with indicia
indicating ‘CANADA’ midway.

\ Indicia located here

INDICIA‘A’
18 AUGUST 1902

Commercial mail
cover,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sent fo
Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania,
U.S.A.

INDICIA ‘B’
- 14 AUGUST 1902

Commercial
“mail
covelr,

postmarked at
Montreal,
sent to

Philadelphia,

Pennsylvaniq,
U.S.A.

-

) 1L

\ g P Y e SCEPYOR I P T L
SRR o7 N S FSCENE LA BF VIR NS PR NS HRE IS S S 2

Two Cents: Single-weight letter-rate for mail to U.S.A.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Seven-Bar Obliterator
Machine 3 = ‘C’
Montreal
Usage Period:
12 March - 24 October 1902

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with
seven-bar obliterator with indicia indicating ‘CANADA’ midway.

COMMERCIAL MAIL

CANADA LINSEED 0IL MILLS,
816 Notre Dame Stre @\\\
MONTREAL, - §,
Commercial mail I
cover,
postmarked at
Montreal,

sent fo
Halifax, Messrs. A. M. Rell & B0,

Nova Scofia.

13 MARCH 1902

Halifax,
Second Day .
of Use H. 3.

/ . e

/AN A
A S
J<adb 2 m
Vs a
e L L I
Ny i \\m’)//
e PN 2 AUGUST 1902
7 [ ; e ; d Commercial
[ ~//é, /é = mail cover,
4 gy s "L@ ' postmarked at
Montreal,

sent to

(Boes poiens; e

D

Two Cents: Domestic single-weight lefter-rate



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Seven-Bar Obliterator
Machine 4 = ‘D’
Montreal

Usage Period:
12 March - 29 October 1902

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with
seven-bar obliterator with indicia indicating ‘CANADA’ midway.

COMMERCIAL MAIL

BARNARD & HOLLAND CO.

MONTREAL,

Mr W.7,cChesley,

Bridgetown, NeSe

21 AUGUST 1902

Commercial mail cover,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sent to
Bridgetown,

Nova Scofia.

Two Cents:
Domestic single-weight letter-rate



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Seven-Bar Obliterator
Machine 5 = ‘E’
Montreal

Usage Period:
10 March - 25 October 1902

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with
seven-bar obliterator with indicia indicating ‘CANADA’ midway.

COMMERCIAL MAIL

12 MARCH

1902

Commercial

mail cover,
postmarked at
Montredl,
sent to
Halifax,
Nova Scotia.

Third Day
of Use

Two Cents: Domestic single-weight letter-rate

17 APRIL 1902

Commeircial
mail cover,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sent
locally.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Seven-Bar Obliterator
Machine 5 = ‘F’
Montreal

Usage Period:
10 March - 25 October 1902

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with
seven-bar obliterator with indicia indicating ‘CANADA" midway.

HUBLESS UNDATED POSTMARK
PRINTED-MATTER COMMERCIAL MAIL

DATE UNKNOWN

Commercial mail cover
with
circular or printed-matter enclosure,
sent from Montredl,
to
Black Point, New Brunswick.

One Cent:
Domestic single-weight
cover with a
circular/printed-matter
enclosure.

Less Than Five Examples Known



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Seven-Bar Obliterator
Machine 6 = 'F’
Montreal

Usage Period:
11 March - 30 October 1902

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with
seven-bar obliterator with indicia indicating ‘CANADA’ midway.

30 MAY 1902

Commercial
mail cover,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sentto
London,
Ontario.

TR 4
TP ; \9—‘0 CANAD A 3
%%zﬁﬂ 7 “O 2',, F LS
© MONTREAL 15 AUGUST 1902
Hotel cover,
: \ postmarked at
WG MOAA Q‘QMIA\ (aA » Montleul,
sent fo

‘ = B k& wﬂu' . Campton,
W, ¢

New Hampshire,
L VN U.S.A
n

usa,

Two Cents: Canada-Domestic & U.S.A.-Bound-Mail
single-weight letter-rate



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Arrival Postmarks
Montreal

Usage Period:
1897 - 1902

During their operation at the Montreal Post Office,

ONE OR MORE BICKERDIKE MACHINES WERE CONVERTED FROM
APPLYING ORIGIN POSTMARKS TO OUT-BOUND MAIL TO APPLYING
ONLY THE DATER DIAL AS AN ARRIVAL OR SERVICE POSTMARK
TO INBOUND MAIL.

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial

COMMERCIAL POSTAL STATIONERY USE

19 JULY 1897

Canadian Postal
‘Jubilee’ card,
postmarked at

Prescoft, Ontario,

sent fo Montreal.

31 JULY 1897

Canadian postal
stationery card,
postmarked at South
Lancaster, Ontario
sent to Montreal.

—

11 JANUARY 1899

Canadian postal
stationery card,
postmarked at
Whitby, Ontario
sent o Montreal.

One Cent:
Domestic
postcard-rate.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Barred Involute Flag with Indicia

Machine 1 ='G’
Ottawa

Usage Period:
29 March 1898 -4 March 1902

Initially the Oftawa Post Office received one Bickerdike Machine alternately
applying ‘Jubilee Flag’ and ‘Unfinished Flag’ Postmarks between
October 1897 - 19 March 1898.

IN APRIL 1898, THOSE POSTMARKING DIES WERE REPLACED BY A i
BARRED INVOLUTE FLAG POSTMARK, SIMILAR TO THOSE USED
AT MONTREAL, TORONTO & HAMILTON.

Postmaric
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with
barred involute flag obliterator with indicia
‘G’ indicating ‘CANADA’ mid-flag.

‘G’ Indicia Located Here

RETURN IN 8 DAYS TO

8 JUNE 1898 KIDD & FORWARD

BARRISTERS «
SOLICITORS, NOTARIES, ETC.
Commeircial OTTAWA, CANADA

mail cover,

postmarked

at Oftawa,
sent to
Toronto,
Ontario.

o 7 OCTOBER 1898
bl T e
N\ g st Poud, §  posimake

| Momanetar | SCHI o
E, ‘ ?A- Qg AXE i St. Paul, Minnesota,

s : U.S.A.

Three Cents: Canada-Domestic & U.S.A.-Bound-Mail
single-weight letter-rate



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Barred Involute Flag with Indicia
Machine 1 = ‘G’
Ottawa

Usage Period:
29 March 1898 — 4 March 1902

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with
barred involute flag obliterator with indicia ‘G’
indicating ‘CANADA’" mid-flag.

HUBLESS UNDATED POSTMARK
PRINTED-MATTER COMMERCIAL MAIL

IN TEN DAYS RETURN TO
CHAS, N. ROBERTSON,
P. 0. BOX 464,
OTTAWA, - ONT

PROBABLE MAILING DATE:
17 MARCH 1900

Canadian Postal Stationery Cover
with circular or printed-matter enclosure,
sent from Ottawa
to
Yarmouth, Nova Scotia.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Yarmouth, March 20, 1900”

One Cent:
Domestic single-weight cover
with a circular/printed-matter enclosure

Less Than Five Examples Known



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Seven-Bar Obliterator Without Indicia
Machine 2
Ottawa

Usage Period:
4 June 1898 - 26 February 1902

IN EARLY JUNE 1898, THE OTTAWA POST OFFICE RECEIVED A SECOND BICKERDIKE
MACHINE, WHOSE OBLITERATOR DIE WAS ‘SEVEN-BARS WITHOUT INDICIA'.

Postmaric
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with
e (G AN A A== seven-bar obliterator without indicia
indicating ‘CANADA’ midway.

COMMERCIAL MAIL TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

EARLIEST KNOWN
DATE i R ?:on i

(]
& RETURNTO O
~ - * THE - -

4 JUNE 1898 BRONSONS 2 WESTON

Lumeer Co,
Commercial mail < (LimiTED)

cover, S oLy
postmarked at
Ottawa,
sent to
Painted Post,
New York,
US.A.

Three Cents: : :
Single-weight Chas. VOGFOH. Esq.,

lefter-rat . B
leo ﬁ.’STA.e ; Painted Post, N.Y.
valid until
31 December
1898

If not called for.in ten days

N BN N
b "

18 MARCH 1899

return to| A3

Commercial mail,
re-rated Canadian
Postal Stationery
Cover,
postmarked at
Otftawa,
sentto

%(/ ; % Hoosick Falls, New
. : York,

US.A.

Two Cents:
ey 5 Single-weight letter-
rate for mail to
/M/ ) U.S.A,, effective

~ 1 January 1899.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Seven-Bar Obliterator Without Indicia

Machine 2
Ottawa

Usage Period:
4 June 1898 - 26 February 1902
Postmark:

22mm Diameter Dater Dial with
seven-bar obliterator without indicia
indicating ‘CANADA’ midway.

DOMESTIC & INNER-CITY ‘OTTAWA’ MAIL

13 JUNE 1898

Cover,
postmarked at
Ottawa,
sent to
Painted Post,
New York,
U.S.A.

Three Cents:
Single-weight
lefter-rate
to US.A.,
valid until
31 December 1898

13 OCTOBER 1899

Commercial mail,
re-rated Canadian
Postal Stationery Cover,
postmarked at
Ottawa,
sent locally.

Two Cents:

Domestic single-weight letter-rate,

effective
1 January 1899.

10 FEBRUARY 1899

Lady’s cover,
postmarked at
Oftawa,
sent locally.

Two Cents:
Domestic single-weight -
lefter-rate, effective
1 January 1899.




BICKERDIKE MACHINE

In replacement of the heretofore ‘barred involute flag’
and ‘seven-bar obliterators without indicia’ in Ottawa-
operational ‘Bickerdike Machines 1 & 2',

THE OTTAWA POST OFFICE COMMENCED USE OF
SEVEN-BAR OBLITERATORS WITH INDICIA ‘A’ & ‘B’
FOR NINE MONTHS IN 1902.

Seven-Bar Obliterator With Indicia

Machines ‘1’ & ‘2’
Ottawa
Usage Period:
‘A'=16 March - 1 November 1902
‘B’ = 6 March - 11 November 1902

Postmaric
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with
seven-bar obliterator with indicia
indicating ‘CANADA’ midway.

‘A’ INDICIA

11 AUGUST 1902

Cover,
postmarked at
Oftawa,
sent to
Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania,
U.S.A.

20 MARCH 1902

Cover, validated
official ‘House of
Commons’ Mail,
postmarked at
Oftawa,
sent to Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, U.S.A.

RETURN IN 5 Davs 10

‘B’ INDICIA

10 OCTOBER
1902

Commercial
mail cover,
postmarked at
Ottawa,
sent to Meaford,
Ontario.

Two Cents:
Domestic & U.S.A.-
bound single-
weight lefter-rate,
effective
1 January 1899.

The Ottawa Truss & Surgical Mg, Co., Limi

MANUFACTURERS OF

ﬁ
TRUSSES, ELASTIC STOCKINCS, SUSPENSORIES &s-

OFFICE, 145 SPARKS 8T,
OTTAWA, - CANADA.

Ont.,

ELASTIC HOSIERY
A SPECIALTY.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Involute Flag With Indicia
Flag Die-Style I, Machines 1 & 2
Hamilton

Usage Periods:
‘A’ =16 December 1897 - 11 March 1898
‘B’= 15 December 1897 - 11 March 1898

IN LATE DECEMBER 1897, THE HAMILTON POST OFFICE IN ONTARIO
RECEIVED TWO BICKERDIKE MACHINES,
remaining operational over four years using three different postmarking dies.

Postmaric
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with involute
flag obliterator with indicia ‘A’ or ‘®’
having ‘CANADA’ mid-flag.

Indicia Located Here

‘A’ INDICIA
3 JANUARY 1898

Commercial mail,
Canadian Postal
Stationery Card,

postmarked
at Hamilton ,
sent to
Glencanis, Ontario.

One Cent:
Domestic
postal-card rate

| ‘B’ INDICIA
SMER 29 DECEMBER
[Toec29 2\ 1897

Commercial mail
cover,
postmarked
at Hamilton,
sent to
Hull, Quebec.

e
%@*

Three Cents:
Domestic
Single-Weight
Letter-Rate
valid until
31 December
— 1898.




BICKERDIKE MACHINE Barred Involute Flag With Indicia
Flag Die-Style Il, Machines 1 & 2
Hamilton

Usage Period:
‘A’&'B’'= 13 March 1898 - 31 January 1902

Less than three months after commencement of applying Postmark ‘Fag-Style I',
THE HAMILTON POST OFFICE, AS HAD BEEN DONE AT MONTREAL, OTTAWA & TORONTO,
ALTERED THE INVOLUTE FLAG OBLITERATOR TO INCLUDE TWO HEAVY HORIZONTAL BARS

TO IMPROVE POSTMARKING EFFECTIVENESS.

Postmari:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with bamred involute
flag obliterator with indicia ‘A’ or ‘B’
having ‘CANADA’ mid-flag.

‘A’ INDICIA e E———

FROM
THE CANADI ;
10 JUNE 1899 A AN WL

) ) @olored Cotton Mills Co. \g 3
Commercial mail HAMILTON, ZJUNIOZ

cover, ONT. V’i— S
postmarked : o)
at Hamilton , /89

sent to

Worcester,
Massachusetts,
US.A Messrs. Crompton & "nowles Loom Works,

Two Cents:
Domestic & Worecester, Mass,
U.S.A.-Bound
single-weight
lefter-rate,
effective
1 January 1899.

IF NOT DELIVERED IN 10

DAYS RETURN TO ‘B’ IND'CIA
C. A. NEEDHAM,
654 MAIN STREET EAST, 17 MAY 1898
HAMILTON, = ONTARIO, ‘
Commercial mail
cover,
postmarked
at Hamilton,

%ﬂ j sent fo
.2 = Montreal,
- A Quebec.

? —— Three Cents:
Domestic

%m 2 Single-Weight
Lefter-Rate
valid until

31 December
1898.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Barred Involute Flag With Indicia
Flag Die-Style Il, Machine 2
Hamilton

Usage Period:
‘B’ = 13 March 1898 - 31 January 1902

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with barred involute
flag obliterator with indicia ‘B’ having 'CANADA’ mid-flag.

ADVERTISING COVERS

‘B’ INDICIA

18 MARCH
1899

Commercial
mail cover,
postmarked
at
Hamilton ,
sent to
London,
Ontario.

‘B" INDICIA
29 APRIL 1900

Commeicial mail
cover,
postmarked
at

Hamilton,
sent to
Ambherstburg,
Ontario.

Vr. T™hos. Ward,

urn ;:Tsn Days to &
B B Amherstburg,
\FJFIC E“; Arrival Postmark:

= \&1 -/ \ (Reverse)
@t@j @j}g e Ont. “Ambherstburg,

1 May 1899

HAMIUTON, CANADA,.
"’{4 il

S e R e ey e L ST Nt el

Two Cents:
Domestic single-weight letter-rate,
effective 1 January 1899.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Barred Involute Flag With Indicia
Flag Die-Style I, Machine 2

Usage Period:

‘B’ = 13 March 1898 - 31 January 1902

Postmaric:

22mm Diameter Dater Dial with barred involute
flag obliterator with indicia ‘B’ having ‘CANADA’" mid-flag.

COMMERCIAL & BUSINESS MAIL

‘B’ INDICIA 3
30 APRIL 1898

Commercial mail,
Canadian Postal
Stationery Card,

postmarked
at
Hamilton,
sent to
Glencairn, Ontario.

)

!

l

!

One Cent: ;
Domestic ]
Postal Card Rate ‘
¥

P

€D FOR N
oy CALY TEN b,
N2 Bayy
RETURN TO

LIYINGSTON & GARRETT,

4 >
MILTON, % o™

. L
7 ,‘ffthas. E. Burns Esq.,
‘** ‘m ' Crown Lands ﬁepart.ment.,

Patent Branch,

g
Toronto.

‘B’ INDICIA

24 FEBRUARY
1899

Commercial
mail cover,
postmarked
at
Hamilton,
sent to
Toronto,
Ontario.

Two Cents:
Domestic
single-weight
lefter-rate,
effective
1 January 1899.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Seven-Bar Obliterator With Indicia
Machine 1 = ‘A’
Hamilton

Usage Period:
‘A’ = 3 February - 18 October 1902

In replacement of the heretofore ‘involute flag .. unbarred & bamed’ .. obliterators
in operational ‘Bickerdike Machines 1 & 2',
THE HAMILTON POST OFFICE COMMENCED USE OF
SEVEN-BAR OBLITERATORS WITH INDICIA “A” & ‘B’ FOR NINE MONTHS IN 1902

Postmaric
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with
CANADA seven-bar obliterator with ‘A’ or ‘B’ indicia
w" indicating ‘CANADA’ midway.

\ Indicia Located Here

‘A’ INDICIA |
14 APRIL1902

Up-rated
Canadian
Postal
Stationery ¢
Cover, -
postmarked at
Hamilton,
sent to
Walkerton,
Ontario.

i

If not. called for in 10days return to

‘A’ INDICIA

o 2 9 AUGUST
1HE ﬁﬂm’% ;fca/;e« 1902
HAMILTON,ONT.
Adpvertising
cover,
postmarked
at
Hamilton,
sent fo
London,
Ontario.

Two Cents:

Domestic single-weight letter-rate,
eftective 1 January 1899.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Seven-Bar Obliterator With Indicia
Machine 2 = ‘B’
Hamilton

Usage Period:
‘B’ = 18 February - 16 October 1902

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with
seven-bar obliterator with indicia
indicating ‘CANADA" midway.

ADVERTISING COVERS

—— G)
(Q\)“Qg cdllPAllY &’71'
‘B’ INDICIA Ag,hg’;‘f"ﬁ;;r\

12 JUNE 1902

Commercial
mail cover,
postmarked
at D. lI. Howden & Co.,

Hamilton, R

sent fo London,

London,

Ontario. : ont .

Messrs

L N\ £ "‘;Ni:fﬁ.:;
= gmrli’m( ot il o 2 % ,
@\\ cog{rgnv N AN AUl ‘
"kllran.oyﬂl“ / r)} G 5 3 ‘B’ INDICIA

23 JULY 1902

%/ > Zib W Commercial
mail cover,
M 0/5/ W\/ /\'{ postmarked
at

Hamilton,

Aﬂ\/ A/\// ol

’ London,

/,\/ Ontario.

Two Cents:
Domestic single-weight leHer-rate

effective 1 Janvary 1899.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Involute Flag with Indicia
Machine 1 = ‘A’
Toronto
Usage Period:

12 August 1897 — 23 February 1898

THE TORONTO POST OFFICE'S INTRODUCTION TO RAPID POSTMARKING
COMMENCED WITH THE DELIVERY OF SIX BICKERDIKE MACHINES IN AUGUST 1897.
Six indicia (‘A’ thru ‘F') were applicable, albeit anticipating the need for two
additional machines, two dies ‘G’ and ‘H’ were supplied,
the latter most probably held as back-up dies.

7a Postmark:
: < 1 22mm Diameter Dater Dial with
"%-‘* ¢ MNADAL \ involute flag obliterator with indicia,
\

indicating ‘CANADA’ mid-flag.

Indicia Located Here

v.‘--_.._..__.-_-g

-

.@?Ar‘;‘a\'_"’l-v o

ONT.

HUBLESS POSTMARK INDICIA ‘A’
(Estimated Mailing Date)
“13 DECEMBER 1897"

Commercial cover
with circular or printed-matter enclosure,
sent from Toronio
to
Stroud, Ontario.

Arrival Postmark
(Reverse)
“Stroud,

December 14, 1897"

One Cent:
Domestic circular or printed-matter rate

(unsealed cover)

Less Than Five Examples Known.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Involute Flag with Indicia
Machine 1 = ‘A’
Toronto

Usage Period:
12 August 1897 - 23 February 1898

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with
involute flag obliterator with indicia,
indicating ‘CANADA’ mid-flag.

DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL MAIL
15 OCTOBER 1897 i l' g/C\:\

Commercial mail * &
cover, 89
postmarked at
Toronto, W
sent fo dis, L5
Hamilton, Ontario. MMM
Arrival Postmark L,,/’J'
et - wlitive Frses
“Hamilton

October 16, 1897”

e

PLEASE RETURN TO

M. & L. SAMUEL, BENJAMIN & co. e

WHOLESALE HARDWARE Ut(J 2| \
TORONTO \ 19 -0
IF NOT DELIVERED IN FIVE DAYS T 21 DECEMBER
NE9 1897

Advertising cover,
postmarked at
Toronto,
sent to

3 A ' ‘ Ambherstburg,
o O A Night | o
; Arrival Postmark
3 (Reverse)
M M/Lﬁ, “Ambherstburg,

December 22,

ONTARIQ, 1897°

Three Cents:
Domestic single-weight lefter-rate,
valid until 31 December 1898.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE

17 AUGUST 1897

Advertising cover,
postmarked at
Toronto,
sent to
London, Ontario.

Arrival Postmark
(Reverse)

“London,
August 17, 1897”

Postman’s Mark:
(Front)
1ls i

AM August 18”

Involute Flag with Indicia
Machine 2 = ‘B’
Toronto

Usage Period:
10 August 1897 - 23 February 1898

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with
involute flag obliterator with indicia,
indicating ‘CANADA" mid-flag.

DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL MAIL

BRANOHES
% 345347 James St

i® NOT OALLED FOR IN 10 DAYS, AETURN TO
THE

A. R.WILLIAMS MACHINERY CO

LIMITED,
TORONTO, ONT.

William Yates, Esq.,
London,

Ont,

15 OCTOBER 1897

Commercial mail
cover,
postmarked at
Toronto,
sentto
Hamilton, Ontario.

Arrival Postmark
(Reverse)
“Hamilton

October 16, 1897”

L7

Three Cents:
Domestic single-weight letter-rate,
valid until 31 December 1898.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Involute Flag with Indicia
Machine 2 = ‘B’
Toronto
Usage Period:
10 August 1897 - 23 February 1898

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with
involute flag obliterator with indicia,
indicating ‘CANADA’ mid-flag.

POSTAL STATIONERY

COMMERCIAL
MAILTO THE UNITED
STATES

2 SEPTEMBER 1897

A
/«v 37
5

Canadian Postal
‘Jubilee’ card,
postmarked at Toronto,
sent to
New York City.

Arrival Postmark
(Front)

“New York,
September 6, 1897”

N [}
'S ; DOMESTIC
: COMMERCIAL
THE ADDRESS TO BE WRI ON THIS SIDE. ADVERTISING
9 SEPTEMBER 1897

Canadian postal
stationery card,
postmarked at
Toronto,
sentto
Miaford, Ontario.

One Cent:
Domestic & USA-Bound postcard-rate.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Involute Flag with Indicia
Machine 2 = ‘B’
Toronto
Usage Period:
10 August 1897 - 23 February 1898

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with

involute flag obliterator with indicia,
indicating ‘CANADA’ mid-flag.

" MAILTO THE UNITED STATES

CIVILIAN MAIL

7 SEPTEMBER 1897

~ Cover,

postmarked at Toronto, £
AR | S S et .
Arrival Postmark ; %
T % 0-2 e /,—if” % ;
“New York, ==

September 8, 1897” : % /%

RETURNED
SHORT-PAID
COMMERCIAL MAIL

17 SEPTEMBER 1897

Short-paid & returned for added

/‘/ v.'.A‘;—, J* e o8
/) Friay - 5 postage commercial mail cover,
e /9 ﬂ o endorsed
, s 7 “Returned for Postage 1”
AP

postmarked at Toronto,
v sent to

‘ : : /’L W“"A New York City.

el Transit Postmarks
G (Reverse)

* ‘ , “Toronto
: : W September 18, 1897”

¢ : “Satisfied

A (Front & Reverse after 1 Cent postage

; ~; " ; ; .' : added)
k& 20 September 1897”

Three Cents:
USA-bound single-weight letter-rate, valid until 31 December 1898.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Involute Flag with Indicia
Machine 3 =‘C’
Toronto

Usage Period:
10 August 1897 - 22 February 1898

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with
involute flag obliterator with indicia
and indicating ‘CANADA’ mid-flag.

(\;f)\o ]
~sep 100
10 SEPTEMBER 1897 D~
Lady’s cover, M‘}_‘
postmarked at Toronto,
sent to

Parkdale, Ontario.
V13
Two Cents: /
Drop-lefter
local-rate W i z

4 OCTOBER 1897
If not called for in Ten Days
return to Commercial mail
STANDARD FASHION GO. cover,
46 ADELAIDE STREET WEST postmarked at
TORONTO, ONT. Toronto,
sentto
Yarmouth,

Nova Scofia.

Arrival Postmark

(Reverse)
“Yarmouth
Messrs Cook & Stoneman, October7, 1897
Yarmoutl, WeSe Three Cents:

Domestic single-
weight lefter-rate,
valid until
31 December 1898.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Involute Flag with Indicia
Machine 4 = ‘D’

Toronto

Usage Period:
10 August 1897 - 23 February 1898

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with
involute flag obliterator with indicia
and indicating ‘CANADA’ mid-flag.

27 AUGUST 1897

Commercial mail
Postcard,
postmarked at
Toronto,
sentto
Harriston, Ontario.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Harriston.
29 August 1897

One Cent:
Domestic
Postcard-rate.

— 6 SEPTEMBER 1897

Cover,
postmarked at
Toronto,
sent to
Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, U.S.A.

Arrival Postmark
(Reverse)
“Milwaukee,
September?7,
1897~

qd. E. Burton, Esq.
Five Cents:

408 ‘Milwaukee Street, UPU International

Single-Weight
Lefter-Rate,
valid until

Milwaukee, Wis.
; 24 December 1898.

2



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Involute Flag with Indicia
Postmark: Machine 5 = ‘F’

22mm Diameter Dater Dial with Toronto
involute flag obliterator with indicia

and indicating ‘CANADA’ mid-flag. Usage Period:

11 August 1897 - 22 February 1898
DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL & ADVERTISING COVERS

THE COODWIN
LAW BOOK AND PUBLISHING

“
COMPANY OF TORONTO MANU
1] ,’\ k
2 SEPTEMBER 'I 897 LAW BOOK PUB’:EEA;@#’ORTERS, / LS K“I GS
BINDERS, ETC. \ N }7
PRICE $2.00
PUBLISHERS OF / i
Advertising cover, Arpoldys Guide th Piéctice, 89 _—
sent to Bicknell and Seager’s Division Courts Act.
Amhel’siburg Digest of Bigelow on Torts.

Kingsford's Manual of Evidence, 2nd edition.

Nova Scotia Lefroy's Legislative Power in Canada, (in press)
McMurrich and Roberts' School Law,
O'Brien's New Convevancer, r %.
Ready Reference Guide to Ordinance of N.W. T,
Robert's Criminal Law. -
Roberts’ Law of Wills,

Sinclair's Landlord and Tenant.
Smythe's Bills of Exchange.

THE CANADIAN AGENTS
OF

THE ENGLISH LAW REPORTS

120 VICTORIA STREET

{Three doors south of Queen)

If not called for in 10 Days return to

S. F. MCKINNON & CO., 0.0/
WHOLESALE MILLINERY ;\SEP 6 O

& SEPTEMBER 1897

Commercial mail

61 BAY STREET, 21 —0
TORONTO. &39 4 / covie'r,
sentto

el Yarmouth,

Nova Scotia

8 NOVEMBER
1897

Advertising
cover,
sent to

Goderich,
Ontario.

Three Cents:
Domestic single-weight lefter-rate valid until 31 December 1898



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Involute Flag with Indicia
Machine 5 = ‘F’
Toronto

Usage Period:
11 August 1897 - 22 February 1898

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with
involute flag obliterator with indicia
and indicating ‘CANADA’ mid-flag.

HUBLESS POSTMARK
ADVERTISING-ENCLOSURE COVER

23 NOVEMBER 1897

Advertising-enclosure cover,
hubless postmark at Toronto,
sent to
Hamilton, Ontario.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Hamilton,

24 November 1897”

One Cent:
Circular or printed-matter enclosed in an unsealed cover.

One of less than five known.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Involute Flag with Indicia

Machine 6 = ‘F

Posfmark: Toronto
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with Usage Period:
involute flag obliterator with indicia 10 August 1897 - 23 February 1898

and indicating ‘CANADA’ mid-flag.

IF NOT CALLED FOR IN FIVE DAYS
PLEASE RETURN TO

THE CANADIAN BANK OF COMME
24 AUGUST 1897 TORONTO, ONT.

Commercial
bank cover,
sent to
Yarmouth,

Nova Scotia

B Bank of Nova Scotia,

Domestic

Single-weight . s
letter-rate ; : 7 W

8 SEPTEMBER 1897

Commercial mail
Canadian Postal
Stationery Card,

MM el
Mm‘%\ Hamilton, Ontario,
v : ; ,

i @ e Domestic

postcard rate.

17 SEPTEMBER 1897

Cover,

sentto
“Hebrew Orphan Asylum”,
Brooklyn, New York, U.S.A.

Three cents:
Single-weight Lefter-rate
to U.S.A.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Involute Flag with Indicia

Reserve Postmark Die = ‘G’
Toronto

Usage Period:
10- 11 August 1897
Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with
involute flag obliterator with indicia
and indicating ‘CANADA’ mid-flag.

COMMERCIAL MAIL
TWO-DAY USE OF RESERVE POSTMARK ‘G’

10 AUGUST 1897
(16 Hrs. = 4 PM)

Commercial mail
Canadian Postal
Stationery Card,
postmarked at
Toronto,
sent to
Clarks Harbor,
Nova Scofia.

One Cent:
Domestic
postcard rate.

10 AUGUST 1897
(18 Hrs. = 6 PM)

8 — ). X Poatana sl c 3¢ ~ Commercial mail
.~ Show Cases, Mirroks, Interior Fitting T ) . cover,
; Y postmarked at
Toronto,
sent to
St. John,
New Brunswick.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“St. John, N.B.,
12 August 1897"

Three cents:
Domestic
Single-weight
letter-rate

Two Examples of Five Known.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Barred Involute Flag With Indicia
Machine 1 = ‘A’
Toronto

Usage Period:
24 February 1898 - 3 February 1902

COMMENCING IN FEBRUARY 1898, THE ORIGINAL SIX ‘TORONTO BICKERDIKE
MACHINES’ HAVING HERETOFORE APPLIED ‘NON-BARRED FLAG POSTMARK
OBLITERATORS WITH INDICIA’ WERE MODIFIED TO INCLUDE TWO BARS,
APPLICABLE FOR ALL SIX MACHINES .. ‘A", ‘B’, 'C", ‘D", °'F’, °F
ALONG WITH RESERVE DIES ‘G’ & ‘H'.

Postmaric:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with barred
involute flag obliterator with indicia
having ‘CANADA’ mid-flag.

Indicia located here

INNER-CITY
MAIL
KO N );
FNOV 270
27 NOVEMBER 1898 \ e 4 M
Cover, \\ ViNats) 3
postmarked at Toronto,
sent locally. ‘

Two Cents:

City Drop-Letter Rate ‘7 C:- .

MAILTO
NOVA SCOTIA
PROVINCE

15 FEBRUARY 1899

Commercial mail
cover,
postmarked at
Toronto,
sent to
Yarmouth,
Nova Scofia.

)
4,‘,"4“
OFFICE,
43-49 Bay ST.
TORONTO

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Yarmouth,

18 February 1899"

Two Cents:
Domestic
single-weight
letter-rate,
effective
1 January 1899.




BICKERDIKE MACHINE

MAILTO THE
UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA

28 MAY 1898

Postal Stationery
Card,
postmarked at
Toronto,
sent to
Pottsville,
Pennsylvania.

One Cent:
Postcard rate for mail
fo U.S.A.

Barred Involute Flag With Indicia
Machine 1 = ‘A’

Usage Period:
24 February 1898 -3 February 1902

Postmark:

22mm Diameter Dater Dial with barred

involute flag obliterator with indicia having ‘CANADA’ mid-flag.

CANADIAN POSTAL STATIONERY

O
CANADA 9@@30

W Rlé‘rE‘Voo NS THIS

THE ADDRESS TO BE\
/899

Messrse

Rolland, Lyman & Burnett

Temple Building

.

Montreal, Que,

DOMESTIC
LETTER MAIL

19 JUNE 1899

Postal stationery
commercial mail
covel,
postmarked at
Toronto,
sent to
Montreal.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Montreal,
June 20, 1899”

Two Cents:
Domestic
single-weight
letter-rate,
effective
1 January 1899.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE

Barred Involute Flag With Indicia
Machine 2 = ‘B’
Toronto

Usage Period:
24 February 1898 - 1 February 1902

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with barred
involute flag obliterator with indicia having ‘CANADA’ mid-flag.

COMMERCIAL MAIL

HORSESHOE BRAND
TRADE MARK HEGISTERED.

7 APRIL 1899
Commercial mail >
cover, IF Ngl&A:LEEi?J::iéN 10 e () :
postmarked at .I.h ) S 77
gHarveyVanNormanGo, -~ > [~
L IRVON Ll S e an B
BOOTS, SHOES, RUBBERS,
Agn?dfﬂe' TORONTO, ONT.
ntario.

——————

R. Laidlaw Lumber Co.

WHOLESALE LUMBER /2.0
5=

N
Toronto @) . 12 MAY 1899
9

/89 Commercial
: maii cover,
postmarked at
Toronto,
senf fo
2 Brantford,
Golld, Shapley & Muir Co., Ontario.

Bramt.ford, P:s;""“'::k

(Reverse)
Ont .« “Brantford,

May 12, 1899”

Two Cents:
Domestic single-weight letter-rate,
effective 1 January 1899.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Barred Involute Flag With Indicia
Machine 2 = ‘B’
Toronto
Usage Period:
24 February 1898 -1 February 1902

Postmark:
Missing 22mm Diameter Dater Dial with barred
involute flag obliterator with indicia having 'CANADA’ mid-flag.

HUBLESS POSTMARKED MAIL

“28 OCTOBER 1898

Unsealed commercial mail cover
with circular or printed-matter enclosure,
hubless-postmarked at Toronto,
sent fo
Athens, Ontario.

Arrival Postmark:

(Reverse)
“Athens, Ont.,
October 29, 1898”

One Cent:
Domestic single-weight unsealed mail cover with
circular or printed-matter enclosure.

Only Known Example.



Barred Involute Flag With Indicia
Machine 3 =‘C’
Toronto

Usage Period:
24 February 1898 - 29 January 1902

BICKERDIKE MACHINE

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with barred
involute flag obliterator with indicia having ‘CANADA’ mid-flag.

19 AUGUST 1899 1hE AMERICAN WATCH CASE CO.,

OF TORONTO, LIMITED,

511 KING STREET WEST,

Commercial
TORGNTO, = - =~ ONT,

mail cover,
sent to
Montreal,
Quebec.

Two Cents:
Domestic
letter-rate,

effective
1 January 1899

IF NOT CALLED FOR IN |0 DAYS
RETURN TO

THE EMPIRE CLOAK CO.

20 FRONT ST. EAST

TORONTO
- Messrs Cook & Stoneman, 23 MAY 1898
Yarmouth, Commercial mail
cover, sentto
Yarmouth,
N. S. Nova Scofia.
Three Cents:
Domestic
lefter-rate
valid until 31
December 1898.
I not Called for in Five Days
Return to
BUNTIN, REID & COTMPANY
WHOLESALE
STATIONERS AND PAPER
MANUFACTURERS |
TORONTO, - -  ONT /
12 MAY 1898
A
Local Toronto e & P
commercial mail 7 P2 :\'
cover. S o L g2 -7
Two Cents: Ch
City drop-letter a’
rate. e o e
¢ S ‘// et
= rie



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Barred Involute Flag With Indicia
Machine 3 = ‘C’
Toronto
Usage Period:
24 February 1898 - 29 January 1902

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with barred
involute flag obliterator with indicia having ‘CANADA’ mid-flag.

CANADIAN-AMERICAN
“REMEMBER THE MAINE’ PRIVATE POSTCARD

24 24 32242
* 5 2% %
2% % 2 5%
%% %% |
%% %2
2 2% %% % |
2454 % 3% 2 4

28 MAY 1899

Unfranked/Short paid
Canadian-American ‘Remember the Maine’
Memorial Private Postcard,
commercial message on reverse,
postmarked at Toronto,
sent locally.

Four Cents:
Postage Due

(Indicated on Reverse)

Only Known Example



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Barred Involute Flag With Indicia
Machine 4 = ‘D’

Toronto

Usage Period:
23 February 1898 - 3 February 1902

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with barred
involute flag obliterator with indicia having ‘CANADA’ mid-flag.

POSTMARK
WITH HUB

10 JUNE 1899

Canadian Postal
Stationery Cover,
commercial mail,

postmarked at
Toronto,
sent to
Montreal, Quebec.

Two Cents:

Domestic : el et : '
single-weight b : Montreal, Que,

letter-rate, g ' , - e :

effective | . ol A I T |
17 1899 | R he

anuary 18 - 1}4 -z : TR g -

s 1 3 ’ J - il 3 I
. gt" s J AT

HUBLESS POSTMARK
24 SEPTEMBER 1899

Commercial mail
cover,
sent from Toronto
to
Athens, Ontario.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Athens, Ontario,
September 25,
1899”

One Cent:
Circular or printed-
matter enclosure in

unsealed cover.

Less than five
known.




BICKERDIKE MACHINE Barred Involute Flag With Indicia
Machine 5 = ‘F’
Toronto

Usage Period:

23 February 1898 - 31 January 1902
Postmark:

22mm Diameter Dater Dial with barred
involute flag obliterator with indicia having ‘CANADA’ mid-flag.

e —

After ten days return 1o

KILGOUR BROS.

0O
3 MAY 1898 TORONTO //“ &N\
MAY 3
Commercial =i
mail cover, /
sentto
ol TSk R Um\fu,@

Two Cents:
Chty drop-letter
rate.

— = CRETUHRTINTEDAYS To
THE BANK OF TORONTO,
TOROMNTO Canava

18 AUGUST 1899
Commercial mail
EN i T S cover, sentto
vasnl Rochester,
- -~ : , - - New York.
TRADERS NATIONAIL BANK,
Two Cents:
ROCHESTER,N.Y ., < Domestic &
U.S.A.-Bound
U S 4 lefter-rate
: g Effective
1 January 1899
=r= ; -
w? Fratsy
DATELESS HUB
4 FEBRUARY
1899
Commercial a
mail cover, sent Messrs,Carscellen & Cahill,
to Hamilton,
Ontario : ;
Barristars &c.,
One Cent:
Circular or T ol o oo . 5%
printed matter Hamlton, Onts
enclosed in

unsealed cover,



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Barred Involute Flag With Indicia
Machine é = ‘F’
Toronto

Usage Period:
23 February 1898 -3 February 1902

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with barred
involute flag obliterator with indicia having 'CANADA’ mid-flag.

COMMERCIAL MAIL

12 JuULY 1899

Commercial
mail cover,
postmarked
at Toronto,
sent to
Montreal,
Quebec.

Two Cents:
Domestic
single-
weight
letter-rate,
effective
1 January
1899.

i

18 AUGUST 1899

Commercial

bank-mail
cover,

- postmarked at

al Toronto,
sent to

Rochester,

Michigan,
US.A

Aveg

Two Cents:
U.S.A.
) Bound-Mail,
IF NOT OELIVERED IN THAEE DAYS, \ ) . & . single-weight
Y 3 ; ; ‘ letter-rate,
mﬁm&% O ; : o ,\/L‘ % | effective
Fomy 40, ~ e 1 January 1899




BICKERDIKE MACHINE Barred Involute Flag With Indicia

Machine 6 = ‘F’
Toronto

Usage Period:
23 February 1898 -3 February 1902

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with barred
involute flag obliterator with indicia having ‘CANADA’ mid-flag.

‘INVOLUTE FLAG'..
ARRIVAL-POSTMARK
USAGE

24 DECEMBER 1899

Mourning cover,
postmarked
at Toronto (23 Dec),
sent locally.

Two Cents:
Domestic
single-weight
lefter-rate,
effective
1 January 1899.

HUBLESS
POSTMARK

& Co.
Wm. B. HAMILTON, SON 22 JANUARY

1900

RELIABLE
BoOTS, SHOES AND RUBBERS
WHOLESALE
TORONTO, ONT. Commercial
mail cover,
postmarked at
Toronto,
sent fo
Ambherstburg,

Mr.B,!
: EpRahe Ontario.

Amherstourg P—

| Unsealed cover

with circular or

printed-matter
enclosure.

Ont.

Less Than Five
Known




BICKERDIKE MACHINE Barred Involute Flag With Indicia
Reserve Postmark Die = ‘H’
Toronto

Usage:
20 June 1899

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with barred
involute flag obliterator with indicia having ‘CANADA’ mid-flag.

RESERVE POSTMARK 'H’

20 JUNE 1899

Commercial mail cover with circular or printed-matter enclosure,
postmarked at Toronto,
sent to
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, U.S.A.

One Cent:
Unsealed cover with circular or printed-matter enclosure.

Only Known Example.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE 1901 Exhibition Postmark With Indicia
Machine 1 = ‘A’
Toronto

Usage Period:
3 May - 7 September 1901

APPLICATION OF THE HERETOFORE ‘INVOLUTE FLAG POSTMARKS' AT TORONTO WAS
SUSPENDED FOR FOUR MONTHS WITH TEMPORARLY REPLACEMENT BY A SPECIAL
PROMOTIONAL EXHIBITION POSTMARK ON ALL SIX BICKERDIKE MACHINES..

IAI' IB!’ lc" lD’, IEI' IFI
The three postmarking were involved and are regarded as the first Canadian
advertising slogan postmarks.

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with
involute flag having integrated exhibifion shield
indicating show dates and including indicia.
Shield does not overlap Union Jack with verfical
bars flanking indicia ‘A’.

e T e S e T e — i ———

f AFTER 10 DAYS RETURN TO

ngﬂ@?@ﬁ g(@ N SSInN

o o [FauL 8 QY B EXPOSITIC

o “\ [ TORONTU
\ i “Ii},l\mm.zm(
N O | e \\x SE RS " &

STATIONERY

IN THE
%, DOMINIQ :
\ L L - R,

5456 &58 FRONT ST. WesT.
1.3&5 PIPER ST. TORO NTO,Can,

ADVERTISING COVER SENTTO U.S.A.
8 JULY 1901

Commercial mail cover, postmarked at Toronto,
sent to
Westfield, Massachusetts,
U.S.A.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Westfield, 10 July 1901”

Two Cents:
Single-weight letter-rate for mail to the United States,
effective 1 January 1899.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE 1901 Exhibition Postmark With Indicia
Machine 2 = ‘B’
Toronto

Usage Period:
1 May - 7 September 1901

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with
involute flag having integrated exhibifion
shield indicating show dates and
including indicia.
Shield overlaps Union Jack with no verlical
bars flanking indicia on Dies ‘B’ & ‘C” only.

Indicia Located Here

COMMERCIAL COVER SENTTO U.S.A.

25 AUGUST 1901

Commercial mail cover, postmarked at Toronto,
sent to
New York, New York,
U.S.A

Arrival Postmark:

(Reverse)

“New York, 26 August 1901”

Two Cents:
Single-weight lefter-rate for mail to the United States,
effective 1 January 1899.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE

Indicia Located Here

MAILTO AUSTRIA
REDIRECTED TO GERMANY v 4/ /
N
8 JULY 1901 f@/}’

Cover,
postmarked at Toronto,
endorsed
“via New York” sent to
Innsbruck, Austria
with redirection to

IVv— ADA
~ CANADA'S
'ﬁ

1901 Exhibition Postmark With Indicia
Machine 3 =‘C’
Toronto

Usage Period:
8 May - 7 September 1901

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with
involute flag having integrated exhibition
shield indicating show dates and
including indicia.
Shield overlaps Union Jack with no verlical
bars flanking indicia on Dies ‘B’ & “C’ only.

Munich, Germany. ,
Arival Postmark: %f/ 27z //{ 77, /IZ/ff%

(Reverse)

“Munich, // /ﬂ///,,?ﬁé//a g ;§ .'

25 July 1901”

Five Cents:
UPU Single-Weight
International
Lefter-Rate.

TURN-OF-THE-

CENTURY
COMMEMORATIVE
POSTCARD TO U.S.A.

27 AUGUST 1901

So-cdlled
‘Souvenir Card’,
postmarked at
Toronto,
sent to
Richland Station,
Pennsylvania.

/ 3 :
C//Léd A%’(/ 5‘%&% y

Arrival Postmark:

@ = 5 é/ m (Reverse)
| ‘7{ [tz “Richland Station

.

27 August 1901”
ﬁZm fvi //%_ oy One Cent:
> : Postcard-rate to

U.S.A.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE

RED-PURPLE
QUEEN VICTORIA
‘NUMERIAL’ ISSUE

25 MAY 1901

Commercial over,

postmarked at
Toronto,
sent to

Phepston, Ontario.

Ex Puls & Bomar

1901 Exhibition Postmark With Indicia

Postmark:

Machine 3 =

Toronto

Usage Period:

‘Cl

8 May - 7 September 1901

22mm Diameter Dater Dial with
involute flag having integrated exhibition shield indicating show dates and including indicia.
Shield overlaps Union Jack with no vertical bars flanking indicia on Dies ‘B’ & ‘C’ only.

FRANKING-POSTAGE COLOR-VARIETIES

A.H.DEWDNEY & BRO.

44 COLBORNE ST,

1f not called for in ten days
return to

IMPORTERS OF
PRECIOUBS STONES.

WHOLESALE MANUFACTURERS OF

JEWELRY

TORONTO.

o

3

o&w
LJL29

2-0}
Ol

CANADNS

1 TORONTO

& AUG. 26 T0
SER.7

VE / Leof

 EXPOSITION

J/" // 7 >
e o C e A (‘gﬁ‘? z1 £ /J:'

e

Two Cents:

Domestic single-weight letter rate, effective 1 January 1899

CARMINE
QUEEN VISTORIA

‘NUMERAL ISSUF’
(Die 1)

29 JULY 1901

Cover,
postmarked at
Toronto,
sent to
South Corners,
Ontario.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Kingston,

30 JULY 1901"




BICKERDIKE MACHINE 1901 Exhibition Postmark With Indicia

Machine 4 = ‘D’
Toronto

Usage Period:
14 May - 7 September 1901

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with
involute flag having integrated exhibition oval shield
indicating show dates and including indicia.
Fdidla lscalad Here Shield overlaps Union Jack with no verfical bars
flanking indicia on Dies ‘D’, ‘E’ & ‘F' only.

STANDARD POSTMARK

»
17 JULY 1901 N
CANADA PO/S*P,\ ngA

Canadian THE ADDRESS TO BE W lTT%lGZE'O_ THIS S
Postal-Stationery Card, \
o1

commercial mail,
postmarked at
Toronto,
sent to Sudbury with
re-direction to
North Bend, Ontario.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Sudbury,

19 July 1901”

One Cent: '
Domestic g P .
postcard-rate.

E POSTMARK WITH
INVERTED
OBLITERATOR

~ CANADA ROST) CA

Aled |
Sentto

THE ADDRESS TO B w,:fn}rr—aﬂjw THIS & ‘
&L
Daketon, Indiana,

V4 ;’ 2 U.S.A
# (’ dd. Of//z g At zt.{?é'? Lic bty

One Cent:

(,\\ﬁ B f 5 ( : Postcard-rate to

Only Known
Example.

11 AUGUST 1901

Canadian Postal
Stationery Card,

Syl ’
| (E2 et

Q( sz X ; Ex Puls & Bomar
L ’ '



BICKERDIKE MACHINE 1901 Exhibition Postmark With Indicia
Machines5& 6=F' & ‘F

Postmark: Toronto
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with Usage Period:
involute flag having integrated exhibition oval shield _
indicating show dates and including indicia. 14 May - 6 September 1901
Shield overlaps Union Jack with no vertical bars flanking
indicia on Dies ‘D', ‘E' & ‘F’ only.

MACHINES .. =
INDICIA ‘E’
1 SEPTEMBER 1901 ORI
(;‘\ D 1 ;\
Lady’s cover, I\

postmarked at

Toronto, Ul

sent to %V P

Muskoka (Minett), | - &?f%
Ontario.

Arrival Postmark:

(Reverse)
“Minett,
2 September 1901” :
[
The D. H. HOGG CO. MACHINE ‘4’ ..
Photographic INDICIA ‘F
Goods ———mi-
‘Cor. BAY AND RICHMOND STS. 15 JUNE 1901
TORONTO )
Commercial
ARIFIO; cover,
3 postmarked at
Toronto,
sent to
Owen Sound,
TRADE MARK Ceoc. Holmes, Isqre., . Ontario.
Oowen Sound, Ontario. Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Owen Sound,
15 June 1901”

Two Cents:
Domestic single-weight lefter-rate, effective 1 January 1899



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Seven-Bar Obliterator With Indicia
Machine 1 = ‘A’
Toronto

Usage:
‘A’ =4 February 1902

After four years operation at Toronto, the
‘Bickerdike Machines’ were replaced with newer machines of a
different vendor commencing on 4 February 1902.
DURING SETUP & CONVERSION, THE BICKERDIKE MACHINES
WERE FITTED WITH EXISTING/RESERVE
SEVEN-BAR OBLITERATOR POSTMARKING DIES
WITH USE ONLY 1-2 DAYS DEPENDING UPON MACHINE.

Postmark:

= 22mm Diameter Dater Dial with
CANADA seven-bar obliterator with indicia and
» indicating ‘CANADA’ midway.

\ Indicia Located Here

mn

CANADA /51’69’?‘%1‘ -

~FEB 3 : \ NI/
THE ADDRESS To@gmﬁsn mﬁ;g r'r-\;\jr?\p

Pass e

S e

-~ &)
| Pl )
eV L\-r"’ LA ...nt‘.’r/--.‘f&*‘ b
(WY D Circle Nol..[ (A2

Order Canadian Hmpe Circles,

A L s
N A Y AANLN Y

% [l

MACHINE1 .. ‘A’ INDICIA
3 FEBRUARY 1902
Canadian Postal Stationery Card,
commercial mail,

sent to
Schomberg, Ontario.

One Cent:
Domestic Postcard-Rate

Less Than Five Examples Known.



BICKERDIKE MACHINE Seven-Bar Obliterator With Indicia

Machines 5 & 6
Toronto
Usage:

Machine 5= 'E' 3 - 4 February 1902
Machineé6= ‘F 4 February 1902

Postmark:
e C AN A D A e 22mm Diameter Dater Dial with

seven-bar obliterator with indicia and
indicating ‘CANADA" midway.

Indicia Located Here

MACHINES ..
‘E’ INDICIA

3 FEBRUARY 1902
Commercial cover,

sent to Athens,
Ontario.

Two Cents:
Domestic
single-weight
letter-rate

CANADA po(sx\ CARD-—-

THE ADDRESS TO 4: wm-r-rsg orf wtsstﬁE_CANA ; : M#%H[::::EI:
\ r‘\'\ / (- : ’

e i

4 FEBRUARY 1902

Canadian Postal
Stationery Card,
commercial
mail, sent to
Moncton,
New Brunswick.

One Cent:
Domestic
postcard-rate.

Less Than Five Examples Known For Each Machine



V. GEARY MACHINE

Trials
Montreal

Trial I: & January — 24 February 1902

JAMES GEARY OF BRADFORD, PENNSYLVANIA, MACHINIST BY TRADE, DESIGNED AND
PATENTED A MANUALLY-OPERATED PNEUMATIC-FEED POSTMARKING MACHINEIN 1895
WITH AN IMPROVED VERSION SUBMITTED TO THE MONTREAL POST OFFICE FOR
EVALUATION AND TESTING IN EARLY 1902,
as avthorized by the Canadian Postal Administration at no cost to them.

Known was that the operational Bickerdike Machines were to be replaced

in each of the four cities where those machines operated
'\R E4 ¢ - Postmark:
o FFR- 5 C;) Rimless 22mm Diameter Dater Dial with
< 19-0 5 seven horizontal bars
/9 Ort' Ve
Fw
ORIGIN POSTMARK IF NOT CALLED FOR IN 5 DAYS
ONOUI-GOING THE IMPERIAL OIL Co. LimiTep S, i
MAIL C.P.R, TELEGRAPH CHAMBERS \’;\\""\L- | SIS
; MONTREAL. S 09 S . ;
27 JANUARY 1902 = Yo e o
Ry — oo
Commercial /9 ol %
cover,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sent {o Mr. Stephen Carrgere,
Coteau Landing,
Quebec. Cotean Landing,
Two Cents: P.q9,
Domestic
single-weight !
letter-rate. | |
Less Than Five
Examples Known. |
ARRIVAL POSTMARK
ON
e - IN-BOUND MAIL
/\-7 ﬂ,ﬂ;»o’a f W #
£
oy &5 \:\Rr, | o ” 14 JANUARY 1902
,‘7 e *:"f' ‘e o g Canadian Postal
Z 75,0 S Sl Stationery Card,
- { 3.0 V.
. e P et e postmarked at
7 / ‘/70 /,.,/? i e 7 7 nﬁ Mascouche,
«///v /(/ fﬂwyn—rﬂ% v—v&—ﬂ f-",;« b7y et gy Quebec,
:m4/ 4 /,}/ > T sent to
S SRR L ST T = o o e Montreal.
- > - e oo i e /, Ny =S
iy = e One Cent:
S’ erd s gt T £y ; Domestic
/ e Qe St Postcard-rate.
Y 7 Y 7 ia //
2 4

Less Than Five
Examples Known



GEARY MACHINE

Trial Il
Montreal

Trial II: 18 Febrvary - 25 April 1902

Upon request of the Post Office, subsequent
Geary Machine trials applied a postmark having a
smaller diameter dater dial with an obliterator having
six or seven horizontal bars.

TR
G €1

7o
~

Postmark:

Circular 20mm Diameter Dater Dial with

‘902 -

six evenly-spaced horizontal bars

DORKEN BROS. & CO.

BucceEssoRs To E, HEUSER & CO.
P. O. Box 366,

MONTREAL.

MESSRS., A. M. SELL

2 APRIL 1902

Commercial cover,
postmarked at Montreal,

sentto

Halifax, Nova Scofia.

Two Cents:
Domestic
single-weight
letter-rate.

Less Than Five Examples Known.



GEARY MACHINE Trials Il & IV
Montreal

Trial Il 3 May - 29 July 1902
Trail IV: 9 June - 16 August 1902

Subsequent trials utilized different horizontal bar styles
and numbers.

TRIAL Ill POSTMARK: TRIAL IV POSTMARK:
Circular 20mm Diameter Dater Dial with Circular 20mm Diameter Dater Dial with
seven evenly-spaced (thin) horizontal bars

six unevenly-spaced (heavy) horizontal bars

TRIAL Il

30 MAY 1902

Commercial
covelr,
postmarked at
Montreal,
sent to
Coteau Landing,
Quebec.

Less Than Five
Examples Known.

CONSUMERS CORDAGE C0 ., LTD.
MONTREAL, Can.

TRIAL IV
3 JULY 1902

Commercial
cover,

Messrs oA M. Bell & Coe
S postmarked
Halifax,N.3. at Montreal,
sent to
Halifax,
Nova Scotia.

Less Than Five
Examples
Known.

Two Cents:
Domestic single-weight lefter-rate.



VI. INTERNATIONAL MACHINE First Die (1) Use
Toronto

Usage:
2 -12 February 1902

Based on experience and wide-spread use of the ‘Flier Model’
of the International Postal Supply Company of New York in the United States,
THE CANADIAN POSTAL OFFICE DECIDED TO LEASE AND TRY
ONE ELECTRICALLY-OPERATED “FLIER' MACHINE,
CAPABLE OF POSTMARKING 4600 UNITS OF MAIL/MINUTE,
AT TORONTO COMMENCING IN FEBRUARY 1902.
Within several years, five machines were operational at Toronto with many others
becoming operational in other Canadian cities with successful performance.

P Posftmark:
,,9“ ”V»o\} w 20mm Diameter Dater Dial with “Toronte™
| ] e = (by city name only) and a
\ D e, N e S % e
) lw'f Y e P seven wavy-lime bar obliterator
—_— having “I" & “C” integrated.

EARLY
USE DATE

5 FEBRUARY 1902

Cover,
postmarked at
Toronto,
sent to
Oftawa, Ontario.

Two Cents:
Domestic
single-weight
lefter-rate.

Only Known
Example

LATE USE DATE

10 FEBRUARY 1902

Cover,
postmarked at
Toronto,
sent to
lowa City, lowa,
U.S.A.

Two Cents:
Single-weight lefter-
rate for mail to
U.S.A.

Less Than Five
Examples Known



INTERNATIONAL MACHINE Dater Dial Type Il
(Machine I')
Toronto

Usage:
13 February 1902 - 27 February 1907

Less than two weeks of use of the initial ‘Die | / ‘Machine I’ on the
‘International Flier Machine’ operational at Toronto,
THE DATER DIAL HUB WAS REPLACED WITH ONE NOW
INDICATING THE CITY AND COUNTRY.

Postmark:
20mm Diameter Dater Dial with
—_—— “Toronto, Canada" Text
’r\_/'\../‘ and a
seven wavy-lime bar obliterator
——C __~—~__"_—" having “I" along with either indicia
“C”, “D", “R” or “T” integrated.

26 FEBRUARY 1902

Cover,
postmarked at
Toronto,
sent to
Worcester,
Massachusetts,
U.S.A.

Two Cents:
Single-weight
letter-rate
for mail to U.S.A.

TIME & DAY DATE
OMITTED
1902

Unsealed
commercial cover
with circular or
printed-matter
enclosure,
postmarked at
Toronto,
sent fo
Paris Station,
Ontario.

One Cent:
Domestic
commercial
unsealed cover with
circular or printed
matter enclosure.




INTERNATIONAL MACHINE

Dater Dial Type il
(Machine T’)
Toronto

Usage:
31 December 1902 - 31 December 1907

As an alternate dater dial to the ‘Type Il Dial’,
THE TORONTO POST OFFICE UTILIZED AN ALTERED TEXT INDICATING MAIL WAS
DEDICATED-POSTMARKED AT “STATION B".
Such dater hub was used concumently with the heretofore Type II.

Postmark:

$ v
g 3
@

27 JANUARY
1904

Advertising
cover,
postmarked
at ‘Toronto
Station B,
sent to
Sombra,
Ontario.

5456 &58 FRONT ST. West
1.3 &5 PIPER ST.

IF NOT CALLED FOR IN TEN DAYS
RETURN TO

THe COPP, CLARK CO., LimiTED
TORONTO

Second Edition Ready

Mr, Winston Churchill's
NEW NOVEL

W

Cap W
I e

| e
e e

- N
{501 — N

The Crossing

598 Pages.
Seven Colored
Hustrations.

—
CLOTH ONLY, = $1.50

20mm Diameter Dater Dial with
“Toronfo, Can. Staf. B” Text
and a
seven wavy-lime bar obliterator
having “I” along with either indicia
“C",“D", "R" or “T" integrated.

/ %
/f’ JAN2T 5}
T-pM
&

sombra ,

12 SEPTEMBER
1902

Advertising cover,
™ LBg A O postmarked at
‘Toronto Station B’
sent to
Montreal, Quebec.

International
Machine
Arival Postmark:
(Front)
“Montreal, Canada,
Received
13 September 1904”

Two Cents:
Domestic single-weight letter-rate.



INTERNATIONAL MACHINE Machine Evolution
(Machines 1 thru 5)
Toronto

Usage:
1902 - 1919

Satisfaction with operation and efficiency of the ‘International Machine’,
the Toronto Post Office ultimately obtained five machines,
more than any other Canadian city: one machine each year ..
1902, 1903, 1906, 1912 & 1915.

EACH HAD A POSTMARKING DIE CONSISTING OF A DATER DIAL AND OBLITERATOR HAVING
SEVEN WAVY-LINES INDICATING THE MACHINE NUMBER (‘1’ THRU ‘5’)
ALONG WITH MAIL-ORIGIN CODING INDICIA.
Beginning in 1912, postmarks also included slogan inserts.

—_——~————— Postmark:
e e e 20mm Diameter Dater Dial with
—~— —— seven wavy-lime bar obliterator
e o indicating machine number along with

integrated indicia
“C"l ‘ADI!' IIRI' or IIT"-

MACHINE ‘1’

/%f/ sl
,@fﬁf%f Z

BTN

-

MACHINE ‘4’ MACHINE ‘5’




INTERNATIONAL MACHINE Mail Origin Indicia Coding

(Machines 1 thru 5)
Toronto

Usage:
1902 - 1919

MAIL ORIGIN CODING INDICIA INTEGRATED INTO THE STANDARD, NON-SLOGAN, POSTMARK
OBLITERATORS WAS THE FOLLOWING:

‘C’'= COLLECT (Mdil collected from public mail boxes)
‘D’ = DROP (Mail dropped off at a post office)
‘R" = RECEIVED (Miscellaneous collected mail)
‘T = TRANSIT (Mail from another origin post office
to be forwarded to another destination)

T Postmark:
e e 20mm Diameter Dater Dial with
| s~ = seven wavy-lime bar obliterator

W 2 3
—_— % indicating machine number along with
= integrated indicia “C”, “D”, “R” or “T".

50.Cq

SN
SNov 172,
S-pPM )

\J90 @//

T

S MAR23EY
K 6-PM

/00

EWEN, surerinrenchnr

‘D’ = DROP

‘T" = TRANSIT



INTERNATIONAL MACHINE Dater Dial Type I
(Machine 1')
Montreal

Usage:
31 October 1902 - October 1906

WHILE TORONTO ALREADY COMMENCED USING AN
INTERNATIONAL-BRAND MACHINE IN FEBRUARY 1902, THE MONTREAL
POST OFFICE INDEPENDENTLY EXPERIMENTED BETWEEN
FEBRUARY-AUGUST 1902 WITH ONE OR TWO GEARY MACHINES
before deciding upon use of International Machines to replace the
worn Bickerdikes commencing in late October 1902.

Postmark:
20mm Diameter Dater Dial with
A W “Monfreal, Canada” Text
E T and a
' fomi w seven wavy-lime bar obliterator
e —C T ——~ having “I" along with either indicia

uc"’ “D", “R" or u-lln iﬂiegrﬂfed.

10 NOVEMBER 1902

Cover,
postmarked at Montreal,
sentto
Toronto, Ontario.

Two Cents:
Domestic single-weight
letter-rate.



VII. EPILOGUE Krag Machine Trial

Toronto

Proof Date:
25 July 1907

Although the Canadian Post Office basically standardized on use of
‘International Postmarking Machines’ between 1902-1919,
it did continue to evaluate or experimentally-tialed
other machines during that period.

THE KRAG MACHINE, MANUFACTURED IN NORWAY, APPLIED A
CONTINUOUS-POSTMARK, SUITABLE FOR LETTER MAIL, BUT WAS NOT ADVANTAGEOUS
FOR POSTCARDS, SINCE THE POSTMARK WOULD PARTIALLY COVER THE TEXT OF SUCH

CARDS; THE KRAG MACHINE WAS NOT ACCEPTED FOR FURTHER EVALUATION.

NTO Postmaric:

JiL N 22mm Diameter Dual Dater Dials with
25 “Toronto, Ont.” as fext
flanking a (58mm) staggered
seven wavy-lime bar obliterator

INTENDED AS AN ORIGIN POSTMARK ON OUT-GOING MAIL

25 JULY 1907

Only Known Proof Example.



EPILOGUE Universal Machine Trial
Toronto

Usage:
4 August 1910-28 May 1912

The Toronto Post Office independently evaluated and experimentally-trialed a
“Universal Machine”, manufactured by the Universal Stamping Machine Company
of New Jersey, U.S.A., between 1910-1912.

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with
“Toronfo, Ont." as text
along witha
seven-horizontal-line obliterator

RS WILLIAMS &858

4 AUGUST 1910 143 YONGE ST TORONTO.

Commercial
covelr,
Postmarked at
Toronto,

Sent to Smithville, Gy : ‘
Ontario. ¢ Mr., M. B. COSby,

Arrival Date: 3 Smithville,
(Reverse)

“Smithville, Onterio.
August 5, 1910

First Day of Use
Example.

IF NOT CALLED FOR IN FIVE DAYS RETURN TO

METALLIC T
RDOFING C° —

5 AUGUST 1910
LiMITED TN, ,;; 2 / | Advertising
7 NoTaA [ M 2! § cover,
ToroNTO, CANADA. : postmarked
at Toronto,
MANUFACTURERS OF sent to
Prescolt,
Armival Date:
ART corglenbt. - o L (Reverse)
e N D ONE HAD PRODUCED nu EQUAL OF “Prescoft,
August §, 1910”
Ont .
"“EASTLAKE'" METALLIC SHINGLES, Second DOY of

Use Example.

Two Cents:
Domestic single-weight letter-rate



EPILOGUE Universal Machine Trial
Oftawa

Usage:
April 1912 - September 1913

Similar to an eatlier trial at Toronto, the Ottawa Post Office
evaluated and trialed
a ‘Universal Machine’ between 1912-1913. ‘

Postmark:
22mm Diameter Dater Dial with
“Oftawa, Canada."” as text
along with a
seven-horizontal-bar obliterator

ANATN
/Onny | 5

{ wom }
\ mz/f
\Ciﬂ!\!h?).?

1 NOVEMBER 1912

Mourning cover,
postmarked at Ottawa,
sent to Weston, Ontario.

Amnival Date:
(Reverse)
“Weston,

November2, 1912"

Two Cents:
Domestic single-weight lefter-rate.
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