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‘FROM HILL TO BICKERDIKE' ...
THE VICTORIAN-ERA EXPERIMENTAL MACHINE POSTMARKS
OF ENGLAND 1857-1901

SEPTEMBER 1857

lllustration of the treadle-operated
first (Machine ‘A’) ‘Pearson Hill’
Postmarking Machine, which could
postmark about one hundred letters
in a minute.




‘FROM HILL TO BICKERDIKE'...
THE VICTORIAN-ERA EXPERIMENTAL MACHINE

POSTMARKS OF ENGLAND 1857-1901

Postmark
offset
on reverse

Machine
Type ‘A’

‘PEARSON HILL" MACHINE TYPE ‘A’ POSTMARK ...
FIRST FULL DAY FIELD OPERATION
(Dater Dial Time-Code ‘A’ = “Afternoon” or possibly “All Day” Duty)

25 SEPTEMBER 1857
Domestic single-weight (Penny Postage) commercial folded-letter,
postmarked at London, sent to Glasgow, Scotland

Only known example from first-day of full-day machine operation.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Soon after the introduction of prepaid postage & use of the first postage stamp
in England in 1840, the postal avthorities recognized
a need for clear and legible postmarks as well as an improvement
in the handling of the ever-increasing mail volume.

In 1853, Pearson Hill, son of Rowland Hill, became
involved with those problems, developing and patenting
the world’s first rapid postmarking machine in 1857.

Between 1857-1901, the ‘London General Post Office’
tested or evaluated no less than thitleen machines,
most of which were of non-British manufacture.




EXHIBIT
Postal history exhibit showing the chronological evolulion of #rial & ey
postmarks applied by the postmarking machines tested & evaluated by the
‘London General Post Office’ belween 1857-1901 of Viclonian-Era England.

APPROXIMATE TRIAL OR

POSTMARKING MACHINE EARLY-USE PERIOD
I PEARSON HILL
Machine ‘A’ Sept. 1857 - Feb. 1858
Machine ‘B’ March - April, 1858
Machine ‘C’ March 1858
Parallel Motion March 1858
1L CHARLES RIDEOUT
Trial One 1858-1859
Trial Two 1866-1867
. AZEMAR (Hinrichsen)
Trial One 1869
Trial Two 1871
Trial Three 1872
V. SLOPER 1870-1875
V. VAILLE April 1878
VI. HALLER/HOSTER 1882-1884
VIl ETHRIDGE Sept. 1886 - April 1887
Vil MALIN 1890-1891
IX. HEY-DOLPHIN (International)
Trial One 1893
X. IMPERIAL 1897
XI. EMPIRE March 1898
X1 BOSTON 1898-1907
Xl BICKERDIKE 1897-1907
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PEARSON HILL...

Machine ‘A’ 21 September 1857 —
17 February 1858

POSTMARK TIME-OF-DAY CODES

Six different (five shown)
POSTMARK TIME-of-DAY CODES
were used in the hial involving Machine ‘A’:
AMLCT, 2,8 A
REFLECTING THE TIME OF DAY.

21 September 1857 8 February 1858
First Day Use Late Date Use

Time Codes ‘A’ ‘M’ b i 3 ‘q

Recorded Number
of Days In Use: 26+ 7 4 3 4

14 JANUARY 1858

So-cdlled ‘Lady’s letter’, postmarked at London,
sent to Worcester (backstamp:15 January).

One Penny.. Domestic single-weight lefter-rate

Earliest known use of the ‘M’ Time Code.
One of two known ‘M’ Time Code covers



PEARSON HILL...

Machine ‘A’ 21 September 1857 -
17 February 1858

1857 & 1858 DOMESTIC LETTER-RATE USAGES
Postmark Code ‘A’

1 DECEMBER
1857

19 JANUARY
1858
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One Penny ..
Domestic single-weight letter-rate



PEARSON HILL...

Machine ‘A’ 21 September 1857 —
17 February 1858

1857 FOREIGN DESTINATION COMMERCIAL MAIL
Postmark Code ‘A’

16 DECEMBER 1857

Commercial folded-letter,
postmarked at London,
sent to
Paris, France.

Four Pence ..
Single-weight lefter-rate
to France.

Only known foreign-destination example



PEARSON HILL...

Machine ‘B’ 21 March -
23 April 1858

In March 1858, based on his heretofore 1857
patent, Pearson Hill introduced a modified version
of his Machine ‘A’, now fitted
WITH A METAL POSTMARKING DIE, WHOSE
POSTMARK IS REFERRED TO AS THE ‘OPERA GLASS'.

Postmark-
offset on
reverse

Origin

on front

/ //f?// J} )%ﬁg
///z/://)/// // 7 7//J

e ”/’”’//
: 2 Zi/’/{é/;f/‘z?,

24 MARCH 1858

Folded letter, postmarked at London,
sent to Halifax.

One Penny ..
Domestic single-weight letter-rate

One of five examples known.



PEARSON HILL...
Machine ‘C’ 8 - 18 March 1858

Having had limited success with his tfreadle-operated ‘A’ and ‘B’
Machines, Hill developed a new stationary mechanical hand-operated
machine type, inexpensive and competitive to the Charles Rideout
Machine introduced in February 1858.

Innovative with Hill's new machine version was placing an inked linen
ribbon between the metal die and the mail in an effort to reduce ink
usage and eliminate any postmark offset on the reverse side of mail. It
dlso eliminated the need for so-called “glue and freacle inking rollers™
found on Machine Types ‘A’ & ‘B’.

HILL'S MACHINE ‘C’ IS CONSIDERED TO BE A FORERUNNER TO HIS LATER
‘PARALLEL MOTION’ MACHINE FROM WHICH THE LATTER EVOLVED.

e

11 MARCH 1858

Folded letter, postmarked at London,
sent to Plymouth.

One Penny ..
Domestic single-weight letter-rate.

One of four cover examples known.



PEARSON HILL...
Machine ‘C’ 8 - 18 March 1858

COMMENCEMENT OF DATER DIAL DAY-CODING

Commencing with ‘Machine C”,
POSTMARKS OF THE EARLY ‘PEARSON HILL MACHINES’ HENCEFORTH
INDICATED A ‘MACHINE CODE’ BUT ALSO A ‘DAY’ CODE, whose sequence
was a series of ‘three days’ which repeated itself.

The code sequence for ‘Machine C’ was:

CA = Monday 8 Maich
CB =Tuesday 9 March
CC = Wednesday 10 March

CA = Thursday 11 March
CB = Friday 12 March
CC = Saturday 13 March ...

CC\ cc
LONDON \/ LONDON

14 MARCH 1858
POSTMARK FORGERY

Forgeries of the early Pearson Hill Machine
Postmarks are basically unknown, except
for the above forgery.

* Postmark date of “14 March 1858” was a
Sunday when no mail was processed.
Had muail, however, been processed, the
dater dial-code would have been “CA”!

* ‘Small lefters in squares’ are found in the
postage stamp corners. Stamps of that
design were first issued in 1864 and not
in 1858, the year date on the postmark!

Only Known Pearson Hill Postmark Forgery Example.



PEARSON HILL...

Machine ‘C’ 20-22 March 1858

APPLICATION OF TRANSIT' OR ‘ARRIVAL’ MARKS
USING THE HERETOFORE DOUBLE-DIAL POSTMARK

By March 1858, the London General Post Office adopted the duplex-style
of postmark for experimentation and, thus, had the double-circle dial of
the ‘Machine C’ separated.

ONE DATER-DIAL WAS USED TO TEST THE FEASIBILITY FOR USE AS A ‘TRANSIT’
AS WELL AS AN ‘ARRIVAL’ POSTMARK FOR IN-COMING MAIL,
while the other dater-dial became part of a duplex postmark as an origin
postmark for out-going mail tested on 23 March 1858.
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20 MARCH 1858

Domestic single-weight letter sent un-dated at London
to Liverpool, with a dated ‘London’
‘transit’ postmark on reverse.

Earliest recorded usage.
One of two known cover examples.



PEARSON HILL...
Machine ‘C’ 23 March 1858

DEVELOPMENT OF A ‘DUPLEX’ MARK
USING THE HERETOFORE DOUBLE-DIAL POSTMARK

" FIRST TRIAL
Duplex Postmark Type |

By March 1858, the General Post Office at London adopted the
duplex-style of postmark for experimentation and had the
double-circle dial of the ‘Machine C’ separated.

ONE DATER-DIAL WAS USED IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF A DUPLEX POSTMARK
WITH TESTING ON OUT-GOING FOREIGN-BOUND MAIL,
while the other dater-dial was tested as a ‘fransit’ or ‘amival’ mark
on in-bound mail.

19mm Dater-Dial with
‘London’ 14mm in length along
with a duplex obliterator having ‘3’
between 21 (5.11.5.11) thin lines.

Postmark Code ‘C' & Day Code ‘B’

23 MARCH 1858

Commercial folded-letter sent from London
to
Hamburg, Germany.

Eight Pence..
Single-weight letter-rate to Germany

Only known example.



PEARSON HILL...
Parallel Motion Machine 14 May 1858

SECOND TRIAL
Duplex Postmark Type |

] Officially first demonstrated on 13-14 May 1858,
HILL'S SO-CALLED ‘PARALLEL-MOTION STAMPING MACHINE' WAS A
MODIFIED, MORE ROBUSTLY CONSTRUCTED, ‘MACHINE ‘'C’ TYPE
having a parallel-motion linkage and having a double-roller
inking feature to eliminate offset inking on mail.

19mm Dater-Dial with ‘London’
14mm in length along with a
duplex obliterator 2.5mm from dial
with ‘3’ in obliterator between
192 (4.11.11.4) thin lines.

Postmark Code ‘A’ & Day Code ‘B’

14 MAY 1858

Domestic commercial cover sent from
London to Ashburion.

One Penny..
Domestic single-weight letter-rate

Only known example from this trial.



PEARSON HILL...

Parallel Motion Machine 15 May -
December 1858

THIRD TRIAL
Duplex Postmark Type llI

One day after the second trial (13-14 May),
THE DATER-CODE & OBLITERATOR WERE MODIFIED WITH
A NEW ‘METAL’ DATER-DIAL DIE.
19mm Dater-Dial with
‘London’ 14mm in length along

S= | with a duplex obliterator having ‘3’
(= between 17 (3.11.11.3) thin lines.

Postmark Code ‘B’ & Day Code ‘A’

29 MAY 1858
Domestic One Penny single-weight folded-letter from London to Cartlisle.

5 JULY 1858
Domestic Two Pence double-weight commercial cover sent from London to Kells, Ireland.




PEARSON HILL...
Parallel Motion Machine 21 Janvary -
25 March 1859

FOURTH TRIAL
Duplex Postmark Type IV

Seven months after commencement of use of the
'Trial Three’ duplex version.
AN UN-EXPLAINABLE SHORT-LIVED (iwo months) MODIFIED"“AB”
POSTMARK/DATE CODE WAS USED

19mm Dater-Dial with
‘London’ 14mm in length along
with a duplex obliterator having ‘3’
between 17 (3.11.11.3) thin lines.

Posimark Code ‘B' & Day Code ‘A’

14 FEBRUARY 1859

Commercial bank folded-lefter sent from London
To Nelson, New Zealand. 107-day transit time.

Transit & Armrival Postmarks:
“Wellington, 23 May 1859”
“Nelson, 1 June 1859”

Eight Pence..
Single-weight letter-rate to New Zealand.

Only known overseas usage for this postmark.



PEARSON HILL...
Parallel Motion Machine 1858 - 1859

‘ARRIVAL & ‘TRANSIT' POSTMARK TRIALS
Postmark Types Il & IV

By removing the duplex-obliterator, the HERETOFORE ORIGIN
POSTMARKS TYPES Il & IV applied to out-going mail
WERE CONVERTED TO ‘ARRIVAL’ or ‘TRANSIT’ POSTMARKS
applied to in-coming mail to London.

Usage in 1858 is found only in black-ink ink while usage in 1859
has been only been found in orange-red ink.

Postmark:
19mm Dater-Dial with Postmark Codes ‘A’ or ‘B’
‘London’ 14mm in length along
with month, day & year. Day Codes: ‘A’, ‘B’ or 'C’

3 ]
kg

L

13 AUGUST 1858
“Insufficiently Pre-Paid” (cover front) cachet hand-stamp (4 Pence postage instead of the required twelve Pence)
with transit postmark (black ink) on folded-letter from Liverpool, England, to Paris, France.

5 ¢ ¥

14 FEBRUARY 1859
Arrival mark (Orange-red ink) on a letter from Lymington to London.



1859 LONDON ‘683’ PIN-POSTMARK TRIAL...

3 -19 January 1859

‘SALISBURY’ PIN-OBLITERATOR POSTMARKING DEVICE

Concunrent with the trials of the Pearson Hill Posimarking
Machines at London, the British post Office evalvated a |

postmarking device designed at Salisbury (England) and frialed
at London in January 1859.

SINCE THE POSTMARK HAVING FOUR CENTRALLY-POSTIONED PINS
OFTEN PENETRATED THE MAIL AND ITS CONTENTS, THE POST OFFICE
FOUND THE DEVICE UNACCEPTABLE.

In March 1871, the postmarking device was re-trialed but at
Sdlisbury, albeit with the pins removed from the postmark,
without success.

Postmark: 17mm diameter round obliterator
postmark indicating ‘683’ and having

four centrally-positioned pins.

One of five examples known



PEARSON HILL...

Parallel Motion Machine

25 March -
20 May 1859

FIFTH TRIAL

Duplex Postmark Type V

Between 1858-1860, the London General Post Office

EXPERIMENTED WITH DIFFERENT POSTMARK OBLITERATOR VERSIONS
SEEKING CLARITY & EFFECTIVENESS.

19mm Dater-Dial with
_3_ ‘London’ 14.5mm in length along

with a wide duplex obliterator having ‘3’
between ¢ (2.5.5.2) heavy lines.
| p—

Postmark Code ‘A’ & Day Code ‘B’

8 APRIL 1859

“19 Cents” Collect (Postage Due) stampless commercial folded-letter from London to New York City.
’19 Cenis’ Postage Due Mark = 3 Cents ‘Brifish Inland Rate’ + 18 Cents ‘British Packel’ Rate
via Exchange Office

™

gy ey

19 MAY 1859
Domestic One Penny single-weight letter from London to Ecclefechan with “L.C.R.” Railway Marking.



PEARSON HILL...

Parallel Motion Machine 12 May -
19 December 1859
SIXTH TRIAL
Duplex Postmark Type VI

Since the word ‘LONDON’ needed to be larger in the dater dial,
such was INCREASED IN LENGTH TO 16mm with the postmark
obliterator remaining the same as Type V.

19mm Dater-Dial with ‘London’ now
16mm in length along with a duplex
obliterator having ‘3’ between
9 (2.5.5.2) widely spaced lines.

Posimark Code ‘A’ & Day Code ‘B’
(From Sept.-Dec. Day Codes: ‘A’ to ‘Z')

Lrtstere

16 MAY 1859

Commercial mail sent from London to the “Royal Institute of Saxony”
at Dresden, Germany, with railway routing mark (red)..
“From England by way of
Aachen Prepaid”
Two-day transit time.

Delivery Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Brief P. - Ausgabe, 2-1/2, 18 May”

Eight Pence ...
Single-weight letter-rate to Germany



PEARSON HILL...

Parallel Motion Machine 12 May -
19 December 1859
SIXTH TRIAL
Duplex Postmark Type VI

Bl ’ﬂ'.n'_\s.?l
i

10 AUGUST 1859
Three-color-franked commercial folded printed-circular mail
from London to Shanghai, China, with routing “Overland Via Marseilles” (France).

Transit Postmark: (Reverse)
“Hong Kong, September 20, 1859” 9 Pence .. Single-weight rate to China.

19 DECEMBER 1859
Commercial folded-lefter sent from London
to Guildford, Western Australia, “Via Marseilles” (France).

One Shilling ... Single-weight letter-rate from England to Australia.

Latest known date.



PEARSON HILL...
Parallel Motion Machine 1859 + 1861

‘ARRIVAL’ & ‘TRANSIT' POSTMARK TRIALS
Postmark Types VI

By removing the duplex-obliterator, the HERETOFORE ORIGIN
POSTMARK TYPE VI applied to out-going mail
WAS CONVERTED TO AN ‘ARRIVAL’ or ‘TRANSIT' POSTMARK
and applied to in-coming & transit mail at London.

Orange-red ink color

Postmarks:
1859: 19mm Dater-Dial with Postmark Code ‘A’
‘London’ 1émm in length along Day Code: ‘B’ (‘A’ to ‘Z’)
with month, day & year. (25 March - 20 May 1859)
1861: 19mm Dater-Dial with Postmark Code ‘B’
‘London’ 15mm in length along Day Code: ‘E' (‘A" to ‘Z)
with month, day & year. (? November 1860 — 23 June 1863)

ARRIVAL POSTMARK :
17 MAY 1859 sl Wy
Lady’s letter, g : %
postmarked at o ks
Lymington, ¥ N *;
sent to London. R
One Penny..

Domestic single-weight
lefter-rate

TRANSIT POSTMARK
22 MARCH 1861

Mourning cover,
postmarked at
Weston-Super-Mare
(near Bristol), England,
sent to Boone County,
lllinois, U.S.A.

Avuxiliary Mark:
(Front)
“Br. Packet

April 24"

24 Cents Collect..
(3+16+5 Cents)
from recipient in
America

Front




PEARSON HILL...

10 MARCH 1860

Commercial
folded letter
from London
to Glasgow,
Scotland.

Parallel Motion Machine

TRIAL WITH A SECOND MACHINE
OBLITERATOR DESIGNATION ‘4’
Duplex Postmark Type 4-V

17 February -
25 October 1860

After a short-lived early February trial,
THE POST OFFICE REVERTED TO USE OF THEIR FIRST POSTMARK
(Type 4-11) WITH THE SECOND HILL PARALLEL MOTION MACHINE
NOW WITH HEAVY OBLITERATOR BARS.

— 19mm Dater-Dial with ‘London’ now
BD\ e N 17mm in length along with a duplex
LONDON} = el obliterator having ‘4’ between
F%g’ =\ = 11 (3.5.5.3) heavy bar lines.

Postmark Code ‘B’ & Day Codes ‘A’ thru ‘'Z', less ‘Q’

One Penny ... Domestic single-weight letter-rate.

18 SEPTEMBER 1860

Commercial
folded-letter
from London
to Liverpool.



PEARSON HILL...

Parallel Motion Machine 24 September 1859 -
8 February 1860

TRIAL WITH A SECOND MACHINE
OBLITERATOR DESIGNATION ‘4’
Duplex Postmark Type 4-1I

In September 1859, in order to conduct additional tests,
THE GENERAL POST OFFICE OBTAINED A SECOND PEARSON HILL
MACHINE HAVING OBLITERATOR DESIGNATION ‘4’
(HERETOFORE ‘3’).

S 19mm Dater-Dial with ‘London’ now
BS — 17mm in length along with a duplex
LONDON obliterator having ‘4’ between

oc i NI~ 11 (3.5.5.3) bar lines.

59 . e

™  |pPosimark Code ‘B’ & Day Codes ‘A’ thru ‘7', less ‘Q’

29 OCTOBER
1859

Commercial
folded letter
from London to
Paris, France.

One shilling..
Double-weight
lefter-rate to
France

7 JANUARY
1860

Commercial
folded-letter
from London
to
Basingstoke.

One Penny..
Domestic
single-
weight
letter-rate.




PEARSON HILL...
Parallel Motion Machine 6 - 8 February 1860

TRIAL WITH A SECOND MACHINE ..
OBLITERATOR DESIGNATION ‘4’
Duplex Postmark Type 4-1V

One of the shortest trial runs with the Second Hill Trial-Machine ...
POSTMARK HAVING ‘SIX’ BARS (unique) ON EACH SIDE OF THE
TRIANGLE WITH ‘4’ DESIGNATION.

19mm Dater-Dial with ‘London’ now

amS
B v 357w 17mm in length along with a duplex
L;(_)é‘logﬂ o — obliterator having ‘4' between
&5 v \ L e 10 (2.6.6.2) heavy bar lines.

Postmark Code ‘B’ Day Codes ‘A’ thru 'Z' less ‘Q’

Two of three examples known.



PEARSON HILL...

10 MARCH 1860

Commercial
folded letter
from London
to Glasgow,
Scotland.

Parallel Motion Machine

TRIAL WITH A SECOND MACHINE
OBLITERATOR DESIGNATION ‘4’
Duplex Postmark Type 4-V

17 February -
25 October 1860

After a short-lived early February trial,
THE POST OFFICE REVERTED TO USE OF THEIR FIRST POSTMARK
(Type 4-11) WITH THE SECOND HILL PARALLEL MOTION MACHINE
NOW WITH HEAVY OBLITERATOR BARS.

— 19mm Dater-Dial with ‘London’ now
BD\ e N 17mm in length along with a duplex
LONDON} = el obliterator having ‘4’ between
F%g’ =\ = 11 (3.5.5.3) heavy bar lines.

Postmark Code ‘B’ & Day Codes ‘A’ thru ‘'Z', less ‘Q’

One Penny ... Domestic single-weight letter-rate.

18 SEPTEMBER 1860

Commercial
folded-letter
from London
to Liverpool.



PEARSON HILL...
Parallel Motion Machine Mid - End 1840

‘FIRST’ MULTIPLE UNIT TRIALS AT LONDON
SERIES ‘1’
Duplex Postmark Types “87PH1” - “93PH1”

The General Post Office in 1860 found that Hill's machine was supetior
to one submitted by “Charles Rideout”, a machine which was tried
concurrently at the time, PRIOR TO ADOPTING THE ‘PEARSON HILL'
MACHINES FOR GENERAL USE WHERE TWENTY MACHINES WERE TRIED IN

MULTIPLE TRIAL USAGE AT THE LONDON POST OFFICE.
(Feb., 1860, Parkhurst, Chief Clerk).

The first six machines TRIED BETWEEN ‘MID-END 1860’ HAD DIE CODES..
87=C,88=D,89=E 90=F, 92=G, 93=H.

— 19mm Dater-Dial with ‘London’
) 1émm in length along with a duplex
= ‘>- obliterator having ‘87’ to '93' between
o 7 et 9 (2.5.5.2) heavy bar lines.

R g

"

Postmark Code ‘C’ fo ‘H’ & Day Codes ‘A’ thru ‘T’

4 AUGUST 1860

Commercial
folded- letter
from London to
Kendal.

Obliterator Code: '87’
(4 Aug. - 27 Oct. 1840)
Postmark Code ‘C’

Day Code ‘Y’

One Penny ..
Domestic
single-weight
lefter-rate

Earliest known usage.

25 AUGUST 1860

Commercial

folded-letter

from London
to Perth.

Obliterator Code: '89’
(23 June - 29 Sept. 1860)
Postmark Code ‘E’
Day Code ‘R’

Two Pence ..
Domestic
double-weight
letter-rate




PEARSON HILL...
Parallel Motion Machine October 1860 - 1863
‘SECOND’ MULTIPLE UNIT TRIALS AT LONDON

SERIES ‘2’
Duplex Postmark Types “1PH2” - “6PH2"

The first ‘six’ machines of the ‘Second’ Trial Series had the following
DIECODES.. 1=A,2=8B,3=C,4=D,5=E 6=F.

pr—— 19mm Dater-Dial with ‘London’
B.ON S 16mm in length along with a duplex
ONDON -@—_ obliterator having ‘1’ fo "6’ between

‘“3522"' 9 (2.5.5.2) heavy bar lines.

Postmark Code ‘A’ to ‘F' & Day Codes ‘A’ thru ‘7’

10 DECEMBER 1863

Obliterator Code: '2’
(9 Nov.1860 - 10 Dec.
1863)

Postmark Code ‘B’
Day Code ‘X’

Latest known usage.

22 OCTOBER 1862

Obliterator Code: ‘4’
(29 Oct. 1860 -
26 June 1843)

Postmark Code ‘D’
Day Code ‘R’

18 MARCH 1862

Obliterator Code: ‘4’
(25 Oct. 1860 -
25 June 1863)

Postmark Code ‘F'
Day Code ‘F’



PEARSON HILL...
Parallel Motion Machine October 1860 - 1863

‘SECOND’ MULTIPLE UNIT TRIALS AT LONDON
SERIES ‘2’
Duplex Postmark Types “1PH2" - “6PH2"

Examples of MISSING ‘DAY’ CODES
have been recorded.
The postmark DATER DIAL, with obliterator removed, were also
USED AS ‘ARRIVAL MARKS’ on the reverse of incoming mail.

19mm Dater-Dial with ‘London’

LOEJD%N —— ?—-: 16mm in length along with a duplex
FE 15 )N\ obliterator having ‘5’ between
8L/ — 9 (2.5.5.2) heavy bar lines.
Postmark Code ‘E’'’ & Day Code 'A’ thru ‘Z' or ‘Missing
MOURNING COVERS
MISSING ‘DAY’ CODE
29 NOVEMBER 1863 Ut
Obliterator Code: 5’
J | /J (Tﬁ/vu Ck}{ LW i

(29 Oct.1860 —
13 July 1863)

Conbel ol

Postmark Code ‘F

ARRIVAL POSTMARK
2 AUGUST 1861
From Obliterator ‘5’

Postmark Code ‘F
Day Code ‘J'’




PEARSON HILL...
Parallel Motion Machine January 1862 - June 1864

‘THIRD’ MULTIPLE UNIT TRIALS AT LONDON
SERIES ‘3’
Duplex Postmark Types “7PH3”, '50PH3’ &
‘87,88,89,90,92,93,94,95,97,100,101PH3’

Machines of the ‘Third’ Trial Series had the following
DIECODES.. 7=G,50=85,87=H,88=1,89=1J,90=K,
92=1L93=M,94=N,95=0,97=P,100=R, 101=8$

19mm Dater-Dial with ‘London’
1émm in length along with a duplex
obliterator having the aforementioned
numbers belween ¢ (2.5.5.2) heavy bar lines.

Postimark Code ‘As Indicated Above’
& Day Codes ‘A’ thru ‘Z'

15 SEPTEMBER 1862

Commercial folded reply letter to the
“Midland Railway” at Derby.

Obliterator Code: '88’
(7 Febr.1862 - 25 June1864)

Postmark Code ‘I'
Day Code ‘J’

One Penny ..
Domestic single-weight letter-rate



CHARLES RIDEOUT MACHINE... FIRST TRIAL

MACHINE ‘1’
Duplex Postmark Type |
4 February - 14 October 1858

In January 1858, Charles Rideout, a former surveyor, offered the
London Post Office a new postmarking machine, which in October
1857 had been patented by Rideout’s son-in-law, George Beard,
TWO ‘RIDEOUT' MACHINES WERE TESTED BY THE GENERAL POST OFFICE
BETWEEN 1858-1859 DURING CONCURRENT TRIALS WITH
PEARSON HILL'S MACHINES.

”II“

19mm Dater-Dial with ‘HS’ Code,

LOE&UN ‘ <l>! month, day & year along with a
OgBB I i duplex obliterator having ‘1’ belween
I“H 12 (2.8.7.2) vertical bar lines.
MAILTO CORFU,
IONIAN ISLANDS
(GREECE)
15 MAY 1858

“Lady’s letter” sent
from London to Corfu
with routing ..
London/Aachen/Triest
to Corfu arriving on
24 May 1858.
10-day transit time.

Between 1815-1864,
Corfu was under British
Administration.

1 Shilling..
Single-weight
lefter-rate ‘all paid’
to Corfu

MAILTO GIBRALTAR
16 AUGUST 1858

Mourning cover from
Londonto
“Reverend Crozies" on
Gibraltar, arriving on
25 August 1858

(green-ink ‘arrival postmark’).
9-day transit time.

Six Pence ...
Single-weight letter-rate
to Gibraltar.




CHARLES RIDEOUT MACHINE...

MACHINE ‘1’
Duplex Postmark Type |
4 February - 14 October 1858

LONDON

AMERICAN-ORIGIN ‘REDIRECTED’ MAIL IN ENGLAND ..
‘DOUBLE-FRANKING’

“| 19mm Dater-Dial with ‘HS’ Code,
month, day & year along with a

’ duplex obliterator having ‘1" between
12 (2.8.7.2) vertical bar lines.

llul

FIRST TRIAL

S ( L&. o 2

12 MAY 1858

Cover, postmarked at Charlottesville, Virginia, U.S.A.,

sent to London, where ‘Rideout Postmark’ was applied,

British postage added and ‘redirected’ to Chester.

24 Cents .. Single-weight letter-rate to England.
+

One Penny.. Domestic single-weight lefter-rate postage

in England for redirected mail.

Ex Chase & Ward



CHARLES RIDEOUT MACHINE... FIRST TRIAL

MACHINE ‘T’
Duplex Postmark Type Il

22 October 1858 - December 1859

THE ‘TYPE I' RIDEOUT POSTMARK WAS REPLACED IN LATE OCTOBER
1858 WITH ONE HAVING "11’ VERTICAL BAR LINES.

month, day & year along with a
duplex obliterator having ‘1’ between
11 _(2.7.7.2) vertical bar lines.

’ 19mm Dater-Dial with ‘HS’ Code,
I!I

RAILWAY TO RAILWAY
MAIL

15 FEBRUARY 1859

“Easfern Counties
Railway”
Cover, sent inner-
London to Kings Cross
Station & the
“Great Northern
Railway”

One Penny..
Domestic single-
weight lefter-rate.

COMMERCIAL
DOUBLE-
WEIGHT MAIL

2 MAY 1859

Commercial

~ folded-letter
mail sent from
Londonto

Macclesfield.

Two Pence ...
Domestic
double-

weight letter-

rate.




CHARLES RIDEOUT MACHINE... FIRST TRIAL

MACHINE ‘1’
Duplex Postmark Type Il

22 October 1858 - December 1859

19mm Dater-Dial with ‘HS' Code,
LOND oN month, day & year along with a
NOI 2 t duplex obliterator having ‘1’ belween

11 (2.7.7.2) vertical bar lines.

MAIL FROM ENGLAND
& REDIRECTED WITHIN INDIA

ﬂx_/-mau*‘.%wz/p//éu '
e g

P \DN

T Prenpr

Reverse

3 MARCH 1859

‘Lady’s cover' sent from London to “Captain Griffeths”
of “Her Majesty's 19 Regiment” in India
with routing “Via Marseilles”, France.

Muttiple transit and redirection markings (reverse)
with final delivery on 13 April 1859.
40-day transit time.

Nine Pence..
Single-weight lelter-rate fo India.



CHARLES RIDEOUT MACHINE... FIRST TRIAL

MACHINE ‘1’
‘ARRIVAL’ & ‘TRANSIT' POSTMARKS
1858 - 1859

By removing the duplex-obliterator,
THE HERETOFORE ORIGIN POSTMARK TYPES | or i
applied to out-going mail
WERE CONVERTED TO AN ‘ARRIVAL’ or ‘TRANSIT’ POSTMARK
applied to in-coming mail at London.

Only known in orange-red ink.

19mm Dater-Dial with ‘HS’ Code,
month, day & year

A rap -»1.7/ ”7{%({1

20 DECEMBER 1858

28 JUNE 1858



CHARLES RIDEOUT MACHINE... FIRST TRIAL

MACHINE ‘2’
Duplex Postmark Type |
27 December 1858 - 3 December 1859

In December 1858, Charles Rideout, delivered a
SECOND TRIAL MACHINE to the General Post Office at London;
POSTMARK NOW HAD A NEW DATER-DIAL CODE OF ‘CR’ & AN
OBLITERATOR INDICATING ‘2.

“l 19mm Dater-Dial with ‘CR' Code,

CR I I month, day & year along with a

Lootl‘.%%‘ ‘ <2> ‘ duplex obliterator having ‘2’ between
59 llll‘ 9 (2.5.5.2) vertical bar lines.

18 JUNE 1859

Mourning cover sent
inner-London to the
“Secretary of the
Greatf Northern
Railway”
at Kings Cross
Station.

26 FEBRUARY 1859

Commercial

folded letter

from London
to Hull.

One Penny..
Domestic single-weight lefter-rate.



CHARLES RIDEOUT MACHINE... FIRST TRIAL

MACHINE ‘2’
Duplex Postmark Type i
8 February - 5 June 1859

Between February and June 1859,
THE HERETOFORE USED POSTMARK HAVING CODE ‘CR’ HAD ITS CODE
TYPE REVERSED TO INDICATE ‘RC’.

19mm Dater-Dial with ‘RC’ Code,
month, day & year along with a
duplex obliterator having 2" beiween
9 (2.5.5.2) vertical bar lines.

et

4 JUNE 1859

Commercial folded letter from London
to Edinburgh, Scotland, arriving there
by train mail on 5 June 1859 (backstamp).

Two Pence..
(horizontal pair of One Pence reds)

Domestic double-weight letter-rate.

Latest known usage.
(5 June was a Sunday with no mail delivery service)



CHARLES RIDEOUT MACHINE... FIRST TRIAL

MACHINE ‘2’
‘ARRIVAL’ & ‘TRANSIT' POSTMARKS
1859
By removing the duplex-obliterator,
THE HERETOFORE ORIGIN POSTMARK TYPES | or Il (‘CR’ or ‘RC’)
applied to out-going mail
WERE CONVERTED TO AN ‘ARRIVAL’ or ‘TRANSIT’ POSTMARK
applied to in-coming mail at London.

Only known in orange-red ink.

19mm Dater-Dial with ‘CR’ Code,
month, day & year

22 NOVEMBER 1859

Arrival postmark
on domestic
inbound mail to
London.

28 OCTOBER 1859

Arrival postmark on inbound overseas commercial mail
from Amsterdam, Netherlands, to London.




CHARLES RIDEOUT MACHINE... SECOND TRIAL

MACHINE ‘T’
Duplex Postmark Type li
10 - 12 October 1866

Although Pearson Hill's ‘Parallel Motion’ Machine had been
selected by the London Post Office in 1859 for wide-spread use,
Charles Rideout pressed for additional trials, and
IN 1866 THE GENERAL POST OFFICE CONDUCTED A SECOND TRIAL,
ALSO NOT SUCCESSFUL FOR RIDEOUT.

HS ! l 19mm Dater-Dial with ‘HS’ Code,
LONDON l l month, day & year along with a
OCB é° Il I duplex obliterator having ‘1’ between

11 (2.7.7.2) vertical bar lines.

—

N
\g
8

12 OCTOBER 1866
London inner-city cover.

One Penny ...
Domestic single-weight letter-rate.

One of two reported covers.
Latest known usage date.




CHARLES RIDEOUT MACHINE... SECOND TRIAL

MACHINE ‘2’
Duplex Postmark Type |
23 October 1866 - 10 July 1867

19mm Dater-Dial with ‘CR’ Code,
month, day & year along with a
duplex obliterator having 2" between
"l 9 (2.5.5.2) vertical bar lines.

,/44W /@224%4&
””% P

23 OCTOBER 1866
Inner-city London commercial folded-letter.

One Penny..
Domestic single-weight lefter-rate.

Earliest known usage date.



HINRICHSEN (AZEMAR) MACHINE... FIRST TRIAL
31 March - 24 June 1869

In 1845, two German inventors, Carl Fischer & J.C.W. Maas,
applied in England for a patent on a new postmarking machine.
Although initially unsuccessful, they received
a patent in August, 1867.

Robert Hinrichsen of Germany became the manufacturer, and
J.C. Azemar of London would be their sales representative.

THE “AZEMAR"” MACHINE, aka “HINRICHSEN" MACHINE IN GERMANY,
HAD THREE DIE HEADS,
each consisting of a 20mm diameter dater dial with the Code “YI”
indicating “London” (14mm in length) and month, day & year dates,
with a combination of obliterator bar-configurations.

<«
gliorl
N

V4
~TH
~THNERN
~ VLI

7 APRIL 1869

Commercial folded-letter sent from London to Liverpool,
arriving there on 8 April (backstamp).

Early days of the first trial had the dater-dial parallel
with the upper bar of the obliterator.

Obliterator combination: 1.2.3.2.5

One Penny ...
Domestic single-weight lefter-rate.



HINRICHSEN (AZEMAR) MACHINE... FIRST TRIAL

31 March - 24 June 1869

For unknown reasons,
THE DATER-DIALS’ POSITIONS DURING THE FIRST TRIAL
“FLOATED” DOWNWARD.

8 APRIL 1869

Commercial cover
sent from London to
the “Bank of Scotland™”
at Blairgowrie, arriving
on
9 April (backstamp).

Note mid-level
position of dater-dial
as well as the
“missing” obliterator
section. ltis suspected
that the postal
avthorities intentionally
omitted the bar-strip.

One of two known
examples.

Obliterator
combination:
1.2. 2.5.

3.

L‘JL‘
p2v
Mao,

28 APRIL 1869

Commercial cover
sent from London to
Rochester, arriving
on 29 April
(backstamp).

Two non-aligned
dater dials, caused
by improper
machine tracking.

Obliterator
combination:
o 1.3.2.4.5

One Penny ...
Domestic single-weight letter-rate.



HINRICHSEN (AZEMAR) MACHINE... FIRST TRIAL

31 March - 24 June 1869

Between May-June of the first trial,
THE POSITION OF THE DATER DIAL SHIFTED DOWNWARD
and was now about even with the second-from-the-bottom bar,
about 15mm to the left, of the obliterator.

3 JUNE 1869

Commercial cover
sent from London to
the “Belfast Banking
Company” at
Lurgan, Ireland,
arriving on
4 June (backstamp).

Obliterator
combination:
1.2.4.2.4.5

Exp. RPS

24 JUNE 1869

Commercial folded-letter sent from London to Plymouth,
arriving on 25 June (backstamp).

Obliterator combination:
1.2.3.2.5
Latest known usage from Trial One.

One Penny ...
Domestic single-weight letter-rate.



HINRICHSEN (AZEMAR) MACHINE... FIRST TRIAL

31 March - 24 June 1869

OVERSEAS DESTINATION MAIL ..

CANADA
Al ety ManE uuE B
e eSS DOE way B
—'Alo-—-
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- B A P umst mEm
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22 MAY 1869

Mixed-franking, commercial folded-letter
from London to the “Niagara District Bank”,
at St. Catharines, Ontario, Canada,
arriving there on 2 June (backstamp).
11-day transit time.

Only known cover to an overseas destination.
Obliterator combination: 1.3.4.2.4.5

Seven Pence ...
Single-weight lefter-rate to Canada.



HINRICHSEN (AZEMAR) MACHINE... POSTAL CARD TRIAL

4 January - 2 February 1871

With the introduction of government-issued postal stationery cards
in October 1870, a need to quickly & effectively postmark large
quantities of similarly-sized mail developed.

THE ‘HINRICHSEN -AZEMAR’' MACHINE WAS TESTED POSTMARKING
POSTAL STATIONERY CARDS FOR ONE MONTH IN EARLY 1871.

Similar to a arrival postmark applied at Berlin & Hamburg, Germany,
between 1867-1870, the rectangular dater 19x14mm was
paired with an oval obliterator having “89” in the center
surrounded by vertical dashes.

ll;;mmu High dater-position usage:

JG e Sl 4 -18 January 1871
LONDON 11% ]
8 IATI Qe Low dater-position usage

Ry 23 January - 2 February 1871

9 JANUARY 1871

Commercial-mail postal stationery card sent from London to Cougleton.

Incomplete postmark impressions are typical for
applications on postal cards.

Less than ten examples known.

Half Penny ...
Domestic postcard-rate.



HINRICHSEN (AZEMAR) MACHINE... SECOND TRIAL

18 May - December 1871

COMMENCING WITH THE ‘SECOND TRIAL’ MID-1871,
EACH OF THE THREE MACHINE DATER-DIAL POSTMARKING

HEADS WERE CODED...“AB", “BB” & “CB”

DATER DIAL DIE-HEAD CODE “AB"

20 OCTOBER 1871

iR
ol
-
.
s
£
=

Commercial business |
folded-letter reply mail
sent from London to 7o :
%zmh,:i,d,’,;?zfgmy ‘ : The Secretary of the Midind Ra{i{y{ay\icompany;
arriving there on : :
21 October (backstamp). : Fh ARG

Dgerpy.

Obliterator t T £
combination: | '
1.2.3.5.

22 NOVEMBER 1871

Commercial folded
letter sent from
London to Poole,
Dorset, ariving on
23 November
(backstamp).

Obliterator
combination:
1.2.4.5.

One Penny ...
Domestic single-weight letter-rate.



HINRICHSEN (AZEMAR) MACHINE... SECOND TRIAL

18 May — December 1871

DATER DIAL DIE-HEAD CODE “BB”

24 OCTOBER 1871

Commercial folded-
lefter mail sent from
London to Havant,

arriving on 25 October
(backstamp).

Obliterator
combination:
1.2.3.5

e o

19 JULY 1871

Commercial
folded letter
sent from

1 London

{ 1 Haddam/Ware,
' ; | arriving on

! ‘ 20 July

(backstamp).

Obliterator
; combination:
; z 1.2.3.4.5.

One Penny ...
Domestic single-weight lefter-rate.



HINRICHSEN (AZEMAR) MACHINE... SECOND TRIAL

18 May - December 1871

DATER DIAL DIE-HEAD CODE “CB”

23 AUGUST 1871 \ [ Ca
; [ LONDON

Commercial feffer mail ; 20N
sent from London to ;
the "Bank of England” ,
at Leeds, amiving on ;
24 August '

(backstamp). f

Obliterator
combination:
1.2.4.3.5

il

31 MAY 1871

Commercial
folded lefter
sent from
London to
Shaftsbury,
aniving on
1 June
(backstamp).

Obliterator
combination:
1.2.4.3

One Penny ...
Domestic single-weight lefter-rate.



HINRICHSEN (AZEMAR) MACHINE... SECOND TRIAL

18 May - December 1871

DATER DIAL DIE-HEAD CODE “AP”

MAIL TO FRANCE

4 NOVEMBER 1871

Commercial folded lefter sent from London to Paris, France,
with Calais transit postmark dated 5 November.

One of two examples known having this code;
oneof two foreign-bound mail examples for this trial.

Obliterator combination:
1.24.5

Three Pence ...
Single-weight letter-rate to France



HINRICHSEN (AZEMAR) MACHINE... THIRD TRIAL

17 May - 8 November 1872

THE ‘THIRD TRIAL’ CONTINUED TO
HAVE CODED DATER DIALS FOR EACH OF THE THREE DIE HEADS.

DATER DIAL DIE-HEAD CODES “AB”, “BB”, “CB”

‘AB’ DATER DIAL CODE
2 JULY 1872

Cover, sent from
London to a military
officer at Cork, Ireland,
arriving on 3 July
(backstamp).

Obliterator
combination:
1.3.2.5

‘BB’ DATER DIAL
CODE

14 AUGUST 1872

Commercial
cover sent from
Londonto an
attorney at
Faringdon,
arriving on
15 August
(backstamp).

Obliterator
combination:
1.2.3.3

‘CB’ DATER DIAL
CODE

29 MAY 1872

Cover, sent from
London to
Kirkby-Lonsdale,

arriving on 30 May
(backstamp).

Obliterator
Combination:
1.2.3.3




HINRICHSEN (AZEMAR) MACHINE... THIRD TRIAL

17 May - 8 November 1872

FIRST DAY & LATE USAGE DATES

‘C3’ DATER DIAL CODE

FIRST DAY USAGE

PERFIN “GLYN”
17 MAY 1872

Commercial folded-
letter sent from London
to “The National Bank
of Scofland” at
Glasgow, arriv<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>