


‘From Duplex to Mechanical’:
The Evolution of Experimental and Early Machine
Postmarks Worldwide .. 1857-1920s

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Soon after the introduction of prepaid postage and use of the first
postage stamp in England in 1840, postal authorities recognized
a need for clear and legible postmarks as well as an improvement
in handling of the ever-increasing mail volume.

Forerunner duplex hand-postmarking devices were intfroduced in Europe and
the United States between 1850-1860s with ‘pioneer’ mechanical machines
following in many countries between 1857-1880s.

With improved mechanical technology evolving between 1880s-1900s,
rapid hand-operated machinery resulted followed by
electiically powered high-speed machinery.

Concurrent with those developments, a number of innovative
unusual postmarking machines evolved which were
evaluated & tested by many postal authorities.

FIRST POSTMARKING MACHINE

introduced in England by Pearson Hill in September 1857,
this treadie-operated machine was able
to postmark about one hundred units of mail/minute.




EXHIBIT

This postal history exhibit is a chronological presentation
of the evolution of important postmarks applied
by early experimental postmarking machines tested or evaluated
by post office authorities worldwide between 1857 - 1920s.

Shown postmarks are from devices or machines considered
to be of philatelic and historic importance with impact
worldwide in the evolutionary process with many lesser important
machines tried or tested worldwide not included in this exhibit,
nor are all the postmarks of each indicated machine shown.

EXHIBIT PLAN

1. Introduction and
Title Page

Il. Forerunner Devices
(1850s — early 1840s)

Il. ‘Pioneer’ Mechanical Machines
(1857-1880s)

A. Great Britain
B. Expansion Worldwide

IV. Early Rapid Postmarking Machines
(1880s-1900s)

V. High-Speed Flexible Machines
(1904-1940s)

VI. Epilogue:
Innovative Unusual Postmarking Machines
(1870s-1920s)
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Il. FORERUNNER DEVICES United States of America

Early Atempts at Duplex Markings
1850s - early 1860s
AHtempts at ‘hand-stamper’ duplex postmarking out-going mail
were tested or tried in a number of countries in the
1850s and early 1860s.

OUT-GOING MAIL POSTMARKING WERE WITH DATED
DATER-DIAL INDICATING CITY & WITH OBLITERATOR IN DUPLEX.

19 January (?) 2 ‘ : K-«.. Hos
i /

“Chicago-Blue” _, ' Farnt e
Postmark on cover sent to 5 \ 8

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

31 March (?)

Advertising cover
postmarked
New York City,
sentto
Chester,
New lJersey.

2 September 1863

Civil War Period
“Baltimore Blue” Postmark
on folded-letter addressed

to
“Secretary of State
Seward”,
at
Washington D.C.

Three Cents ...

Prepaid Postage for letter-mail 'z ounce
(1 July 1851 - 30 September 1883)



FORERUNNER DEVICES Denmark

Early Atempt at Time-Dating Mail
Through the Copenhagen Railway Post Office
1853 - 1856

In 1853, the Copenhagen Railway Post Office commenced
experimenting with a
HAND-OPERATED DEVICE APPLYING A TIME-DATED POSTMARK
to out-going or transit mail.

DOMESTIC MAIL
12 MARCH 1853

Folded
‘commercial
letter,
postmarked at
the
Copenhagen
Railway Post
Office,
sent to Lonstrup,
Denmark.

4 Skilling ...
Single-weight
domestic
letter-rate.

FOREIGN-BOUND MAIL

29 October 1856

Folded commercial letter,
postmarked at
Copenhagen Railway Post Office,
sent to “Bourdeaux”, France,
via Danish & Thurn & Taxis
Post Offices at Hamburg.

Transit Postmarks:
+ Copenhagen Railway
+ Post Office,
29. October (front, left-bottom)
+ Danish Post Office at Hamburg,
30 October 1854
+ Thumn & Taxis Post Office
at Hamburg, 30 October 1854
» Valencienne & Tours Train ‘2’
Railway Postmark, 1 November
* Paris, 1 November
+ Bordeaux, 2 November 1854

Eight Skilling ..
Single-page commercial mail.
{18-Centimes fransit positage)
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